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+d THE BEDFORD N .
118 East LOth Street
New York

o i e "c_Alod;;_ni . 5_1“”“ . _

Dear Mr, Biddles

I'n very sorry I haven'tbeenable toceom.
Do you suppose you eould ask__Edgfu-'l boys to stop 'ste‘p.pin'g‘on'
my heels? They think I'm an én_u;’ alien. It's geii:.;ng tire

i 5 L] L s . . ",u_ B ) LR
Congratulations on the $.S. matten - -
/8/ John Steinbeck
: . wo
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: VAL aade NAY 21 194 KERETH IS UTCLASS1T I 4

$° 0. /02~ /aé.zﬁ_‘/ 7 . R )
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‘ ‘»_-n--'—-w-_y"-v.fﬂtv';"‘l" ;w,-:tr- ”,WF‘ 17" r‘ £
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_, 3 '. R v, w .
s aorerweo 1: -ch to 1our -honnﬂm dpred Il, G :

1942. transaitting s lsttee addressed %o you Wy Jolm SW b

'in which Steinbeck complained thit he mas being 1mnugﬂ-d -

. 88 an muw alien Iv nmmuunl gt thio Durou. Y gz

S . Itisbt.oa.drin thltStdnbockitnotboi mdm
R never been investigated hy t.hil Buruu- Hiﬂ letter t° 30“ 1' '
cioS o0 - returned herewith. . -

"5;-.;:; N ' \;’"‘ﬁ""‘f’:"__ 3 i!"" |_. "x . 4 :o""_ ’.‘{TE N

Q..;.—--.._.__. Director ..

o e v M W ma e ek v a camphemamas e e e e - ekl

._-1l

e

.,,‘, ; N
Hr Tolton Ly
Mr.E. A. Tlmm oL
«d Mr.Clege Ll
3 llr Ghvia_ﬁ_f_[__g,‘, fL
. Ladd S g , ’
Hr Nickols T
Mr. Rosen. f;“! S;
“Mr. ‘I‘uei
Mr, canon 19 ,:;* ‘-",_
Mr. Coffey l-”{ h;‘]
ur, Hendon__ 1t
“Mr. Hollom
Mr. McGuire

Mr, Nease




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER < CC-287 Mr. Telsom_____
DIRECTOR v : X Mr.E. A, Tamm___
Mr. Clege

) ¥Federal Bureau of Investipatian . Mr. Glavia
- Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice Mr. Ladd
; Mr. Nickels
: ma’hingtnn, n. ¢. Mr. Rossn
; Mr. Traey
R )

A Mr. Carson
ST October 27, 194 Mr. Colfey
;-"";ﬁ.c"% Mr. Hendon
.- Mr. Rramer

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, E. A. Mr. McGuire,
. Mr. Harbo

Mr. Quion Temm__ _

‘ALY, INFORMATION COSTADNRD Tele. Room

WEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEQ Mr. Neass
WRCEPR-FHYRE-SHOMN - . Miss Besahm
OTHERWION . ~—-¢=" Miss Gandy___

Miss Collins in the Attorney General's office telephoned
¢
and advised that the Attorney General wanted to see the _;]

0

"Bureau's file on John Steinbeck tomorrow morning (oct.28th).

Respectfu »

D. $TALCUP .

5845 P. M. Miss Collins was advised that the Bureau
had conducted no investigation concerning John Steinbeck
and her attention wae called to the Bureau's memorandum
of May 21, 1942, in which the Attorney General was 80

adviseds
ds

R e gy




-

ki

O SRl =

Federal Burrau of Inuvestigation \Mr. gll::i'n .
Hnited Btates Bepartment of Fustice gj’ L'NM:
M onbiiinlae B N : r. Nied
EERLEDEFMIILLLLE, Be W U’ ur_ Bo'.n'
October 30, 1942 Mr. Tracey
EATIREK ) Mr. Carson
H e Mr. Coffey_______
Call ?:gg ;ﬁ ‘ Mr. Hendoa _
Typed Mr. Kramer
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR - Mr.McGuire,
. Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quina Tamm____
. - P Tele. Room
Re: JOHI@TE.LNBECK = AUTHOR - Mr. Neass
.y """f!ﬁg &V‘I‘Ali““ Beahm
%}ms UNCLASSIFIER Ml Gandy
WXCEP? WEEKB SHORS - - —
OTHERWISE v » / 7 =
vio equest I telephonically &advissd
ral's office that we session

in 1938 by the Simon J. Lubin Society of California.
pamphlet is similar to that contained in his book "Th 2
concerns the activities of migratory agricultural workers< The other pamphlet,
which was furmished to us in ¥ay, 1938, is entitled ters Take Sides" and
contains the opinions of several hundred authors as ‘to whether they are for
or against Franco. I informed Miss Collins that the subject was eone of the
authors quoted therein and further advised her Iwould make these pamphlets
available to her for whatever purpose she may need them. Miss Collins stated

shewuld appreciate the use of them very much.

s”of Wrath"™ and

Resp 'y

A, Tamm

» — / \-5
' qacaoos] /00 —[263f =3
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& \Vo - December b,1843,

Hon. J.Zdgar Hoovar, - gubject: JORN ERNSTSATEINBEOX

Chief of F,B. I.Iaahington,D.C.' Complaint: Proposed -agitation of -
~>Japanese Relocation:

,\0 SiT we ' 'Centers,California & West,

.-..‘.-...‘.-I-....‘.‘......---‘t.-.

For some time past I have resented books by Bteinbeck, for
they portray such unrepresentative pictures of our Iunerican life 4n
rural dietricts, I live near the Everglades farms district and .
most of the migrants out there lhe better than 1 do,thlla they are

here for the picking season, : 46578 RN

Stein‘oeck's name 1is John !:rnat Steinbeck. Bis father was a
German,born in Florida of German parents, according to the story 1
WHO'S WHO in U,8. writing circles, But of conrse the author
furnishes the information about himself, - o -

My reason for writing this {8 that 1t is runored that
Steinbeck is now gathering information for a heart-throb about the \
sad condition of Japanese in Relocation Centers in the West., I
think 1t would be best for all concerned that he be not permitted
to issue such & story untilafter tho Iar-- if ever, - .

— - s A s e e s -

Under strict enforcement of postal regulations, Steinbeck's

ng s would not be Bermitted to go through U.8, mails, because of i
alr scurrilious and oosScuns puasBuxwes, AUTOD air® HOIu uy me R

examples of the iumoral life of the U.B. in foreign countries _
Gpr)oaeu 0 us, I understand hls booke have besn translated iutu e

German and circulated &s " horrible exazples,® but I cannot prove t:hig

THIS LETTER DOES NOT NEED A REPLY.
IT IS ONLY SENT TO YOU. . o o « » o « A8 IHFOR\!ATION.

BESXL RS A AS AR LSRR R0 E PR SASHEBIB ISR APRSSO2EDRE

You may have all this information from other sourcea- but I

will explain why I am writinﬁ it, Durinﬁ the other World ¥War ;1 i
made reports direct %o when they did not bJc

concern local matters, butl came to my &itentlon regarding other
secttions of the country. I had authority to do this., -

-1“ ‘-_._"’ ¥

- Ibgru 15 M Steinmbeck? SATY
. I8 he° attempting to get 1nfomation conceming govermaent Ro
of&soldiers? f4cu & SR g S G 17
“He might dress in uniform and hang around 1ncomp ete caJps

11kq Bpca Ra‘tone, trying to get informetionm as to inadequiacy of cm

b%full'e ‘g‘h'm are nnm?a'?-r! and nn{:f-l}i'ﬁd per‘!e :g-_tlv T hope this

- - S “‘ ! n -
not occur,- T RmooRDEn.D & INDE

J\/‘?‘E’ TL Y

.J""‘ FC

' Bea_pectfully yourg
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Coter | me, Milea s, u,.' A
: Direcher

0 U9 Yar Pelosaties uu-my
) 7.'7‘__".' - - ‘II“I' wu‘ R -
e Yashington, 3, @, -

‘From: J. Bdgar Boover - Dxfoﬁior, Federal Bureau of Inveatigation ;.

© ' Subject: :onm m:m S “ L EEe
o o Yor yowr hfomuu ua uhtmr oouﬂonuu m lq h ‘
. doom afvisadle, thare fa sei forth teloy the perdinenst pertlon of PR
L a comvumiontion at this Foresu from ome b“lc’;” SR
5 Yort Paln :-a. T i

. o - . . bt '.1 .7' )
S S S A .'vmm-l-u.hmu.
L el 5 N
Men. J. Hg:.rﬂoom Suhjeoss JOEN RRNST BTEIEEECK -7

Chisf af 7, 3.1, 'uhilchl. ﬂ 0 ‘mhlm Proposed agitation
L. o ) o of Japanses Ralocation
RETI Hrte— e D A :nhn. huhms L

: ' ‘ i R attoc--oa----cocooo.;o-o-ocautostt PP

- *Por some ttu pnt ! h“ ‘Fesented Bocke W Retderk, oz . "7

L they posicay wuch warerresemtutive pleturvs of our American 1ife dn
R rurnl districts, I live mear ths Zverglades farms districtasd - .
B most of the migrants out there live Htc ﬂn.n l lo. au. M are -
) _ hu-o ror the ptokiu sengea, S -

'E.r-{ ‘-. -
- .

Mr. Tolson o "“::M:;lnu:a:l .;oh lmt luiahd:. Iit hthnr ws e h o
'B.A. Tar erFaR, ¥ra ° Serven perezis mmuumtto h
o Clerc: m"\m'l ¥ $a 0,5, writing eireles. But é ovurae the avthar v

A e, Glavin h:nhhn the ln.omuon s'bvut linuu 4{ e r ]
.:: ;;f:;———-——l_ "Ny reason for muu thie fs Mot u n rmvua p.. =_.-;.; e

‘Mr. Roses————3veindeck 18 now ga hfory-t!n £or & heart-thred adiud tho
M Tre cToo o eed gondition of -Ya :;u Rafocation Conters 1a the ¥est, £ - ',;
o ———$hisk §t would Yo Zecnzerned that he be mot pm.luu
r-Corsp2___ N 44 tuwke such'a nury mlvm the e K 4 o'nr.' o

Mr. Colfey
e, Beadof T 21 12 RufgmMﬁuhv
Mr. Kragher |-
Mr MeGRipe i o ol}ri 0 A 00 : .
Qulr Tum‘m_E’, TEINT LT ‘L{ S N - -
\lr Nease s ‘%‘ ! ) - -
M\n Gandymn__mk._ - - y
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Eonora.‘ble J’. ﬂdgar E:onr. R s
Director, Yederal Purean of Imstigatiop, <Ly
United States Demertment of Ju.st.ico. ' e
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S LR . ny 1943
) s l, 150£1 De tho Dri'n, Sherran Ceks, California
}Tj 3‘- RPN T St . ar .- . - . T‘: SO ':.";" SRS S,
% - T a cu-r, IIS, Yar DOpnrtunt, tuhugton, D.C. . ST s L
3 o A T _": N o . _ - e :“ T
\‘; , :,:‘.\ . . . R -
N s 1. ltunuon fs invited o our CI-R1 report dated 27 J‘lxmn.ry 19&3.
e Oubjoct as above, representing investigation oonducted In the vielnity ---:

of Les Angeles, Californie, and memorandum report dated 25 April 1943,
Subject as above, covering investization eond'ucted in the Second Sorvico

=
,»'»5’\‘
Y

Vi Gounrd previoully for'ardod your oi‘fice. ' ) ;_ :
\l" T ’v Y' & .,— ,_ i
-9 TSl “qnolosed find CI-R1 report dated 13 Judy 1943 repreunting u.
:3 N vvrtigntion condvicted in the vicinity of San Francisco, California.
.\; 3. This office does not concur In the recomrmerdstions t} the re- L "o
LEED perting agent in closing report. In vies of substantial doubt us %o
f #pX_ Subject's loyalty and discretion, it is recomendsd that Sublect not be

)ﬁ e ecnaidorod ram-a'bly for a commission in the ray of the Un“'ﬂd States, ;

LYoy
- 7

o= " ] &- Undenloped leads will not ‘e followed in the abserce of ro-
K quut, und this case 13 considend cloued in this office. _
: .' 3 . . -
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San Franciseo, Califerxia =

30 June 12943

Case No. IX-0/8-14305
RN - P .. o B & P ————-—‘.:\ ., e e 5 o ""' - ".’7 _
comoos e pudleokt JUHN B BTRIREBGR AN\ TIM O M S B e R AV .
Chaasr T - 15041 Del Gedo BedweN\ g Tl Ko g Rl g IR -
T B EIE n n I a ]I[' et P ro e o - ‘0; L ot 2% AL
—:t-__‘r. . ‘{ B . - -r‘ o . » N " '::-.'".t& ‘5‘6 ‘:::_::'“ K:@: Ak % - &’
I . 71 Interview with Mr. WARTDNRAY, Aoqualntanes. - % %
Ty OnJuns 9, 1943, this Agent interviewed Wr. MARTIN RAY, intimate " - RN

e
.

B

P
‘4

Wi
-«

*

- .
3% . - _articles for publications which were considared Communistic but that these ' . .
2o 7 srticles were written to explain Bubject's point of view of the soeial V. - s

~ hold & eounission in azy other sitwatiem. ™ . 7o

scquaintance of Bubject. RAY associsted with STEINEECK and his former wife, < % .
CAROL STEINEECK, during the entire time Subject's residence was in los CGates, ',

California, Informant fs presently residing om Nasson Road, Saratoge, - % & -

" RAY believes Snbjoct to be abso

. .
4 . L

iy Toyal to the govermment elthough "

‘Subjoct associated with some elenents of the Communist Party im his earliest - '

days of writing. Subject repeatedly stated to RAY that he was not & Commnist - .
bDut was interested in the lower-class working people regardless of their 12" °
politieal creed. RAY axplained that Subject had written eertain /.- .-

involved and mot te further the intarest of the Commmist Pariy, ~ .-
Subject, sccording to RAY, gradually realissd that he was being used by
Party and severed all copnections with this element after his books began to

CAROL STEINEECK, former wife of Subjeet, told RAY that she registeared ..o

re L
.....

i ow - . - - R J R

" with the Cospunist Party in Santa Clara County in 1938 simply to obssrve the ~ - -~
4

e

1ocal reaction and that Subject was strongly opposed to this ast. ° NPELHR
: : Coar . = Lt i * ’('.“-"'l’.

Following the sale of ome of Bubjectis earliar books, Subject and Mis - =

. +

Ten

Subject was deeply impressed by the economie and political policies of Swedsa

.. but was mot impressed, mor did be discuss, the government of Russis, = - -

© " Concerning Subject's eharacter, RAY stated Subjectts integrity was beyomd
“questiom. Subject is very sensitive and sentimentals is doeply devoted to hi
mmmuwmmwwnﬁumummpnm, R
writing ability may be efficiently wtilized. Aec to MAY, Subject would "
mork very hard writiag for the benefit of his country but is not qualified te s

S @

-aw o fh oV A Be mef mald

Y .

LY L ee S
. T ‘1’;#1! "';--"
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e e N -

Tim e

Agent's Notes: e e '

_ RAY {5 & close friend of Subject and has tremendous respect for
Subject's writing ability. This Agent bellieves RAY is interested in Subject's
welfare as a friend yet was absolutely fair and impartial in his recollections
of Subject and Subjeet’s suitability for a commission in the irmy.

LEMO B uems o e

e LN X Tk ﬂ(»,]

" wife mads & trip to Europe, visiting Swedsn and Russia. RAY stated that . - %i °
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San !rm!.no. chfornh
June 14, 1943

. o Jun ’. 19&3 th.ll l‘aat htervinud I(ISS mm wm 3063 w;
Street, Bax l‘rancuco. Gultfoma rohrunc ll'uoct. K ;-, e W Lo

kAl I 4& O ._J
T ‘,,. R -_’f

=

' KISS BURKE bou;ht tha Suhjm'c ﬂrlt lwnn at !-ol Moo and hm
intizately acquainted as the Budject lived om the previses for a shert time .
sharealfer, MISS BUFKL believes Subject to Do unguestionsbly loyal, Rawe - -
4ng heard hin gay that he Rad mever voted the commmnistic $icket, und wps =
strongly eppesed teo his wife's registration with the party, IIIS e
furtier steted tbst Bucject h.:l#lvgyr vcted Democratic tickets, and was

beertily in favor of the poll of the Kev 3061.

. - m,g--p ot}
SR .y

. - MISS BURKR stated Budject ts a very he-n artnhr, Wat she had never " -1‘
seen Ml intoxieated. Subject's politieal philescrhy, NISS FURIX aona!br‘l
%0 be merely "leftish” in the social changes calculeted $o jmprove the som~-
ditions of the working elusec, aad felt Subjoct'l 1nt.p-uy to bo Waispabed-
‘m" . A £ Nt e J, -
Hm_l.m Inforsast has the putut rupoct !cr the ntorary vork

-~

of Subject, but appeared $o this Agent %e De sincers and candid im her
uocription of Subject's qnalitiol. . N e
" e i SR

" e + srg .

1\ 1 i ‘ ﬁ 7
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Ban Francisoco, Galifernia
June 14, 1943
o j B R Tt SRR R Om l.. MIH“ *EF!»H‘ & 4.
el ; L "ﬂ.j LT FEE :%3
o R VoS S Y e
R »or wEE nr,"nﬁ ™omamar - f’ :
L | SUBJECRY JOHN B, STEINBECK 'i'f
y Sherman Gakl, Mifunil |
n!' - '!uidonoOM ‘ . TR
" Om Juns 8, }94%, q Agont tntervieved MR, HUGH PORTER, 244 Galifernia™
Street, San Francisee, Qgif rnia, m:rchnor of lnb.hct'l hmo in l-oa Iﬁu.

]

n. PORYXR 414 mot know Sudject persuall,y. dut haﬁ !ufhjoct'l beln'-

ings moved from the house, Mo stated that SubJject's second-olass mall way . -
- Sremendoun, wuch of 1% spparently communistie, !l. m read v'-:'ievllL B

parts at randen ‘and found it very radical, Subjeci's lidrary, 1eft in $hs
former residence sontained many radical dooks,

Informant's epinion of Budject based wpon ebservation of eonutiul ”‘-._

© . wnder which Sudject lived fs that Subject 1s very impulsive, eccestris, < <.

and unreliadle spcially., Informant had mo knovledge of Budject's esen-
opical or polisical dw- except from the circunctanthl cﬂdonce stat.l'~

: ; IR
p.bavc. _-.‘ K T L . e ,ﬁ,i_“' Crila
- ; - . %, AL
A : .. . .- . EEERERE L .
. @ m o d al .‘u.l- -n\ |-a§ _1 a Jarnanass harna haw Laa' .o
Ty & W TrEasTu [t e ] --y.v' ed & TADARSSS ASNUSS =Ty, T £~ o

ligah!‘l who sontimued to work after Bubject left, HIGAHSI had Doeks, t’"‘?"-
ostensibly propaanda sontaining pictures of Axts lealers md nccotplub-

ments, HIGAHSI 13 mov crumstd to tho iaterier, v T s s

,.(

M POPTER &4d not l:nou lu)jeot. Wt {s very mch opposod 'b
econonic and peliticel views of Budject as 1nuonto& Yy typvof ml re- -

ceived and contents of Sadject's li‘brm. - _ N -
. C I : ' PR
- B '7{ > ~ R 7_}'.'. 'L-f-"-:;. - § EX
~ 7 . ; . ‘ Ll ' .;.} T } € ¥
" CBARLES 0. SLIELDS
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o Inromnt mhd that Subjoct was frhndly but gontnlly v-:lff f?;’
aloof, BSubject, secording to RAINE(RI, apparently made frequemt Y. J.,

b

visits out of town while living im Los Gatos. RAINECGRI yeeallsd . . .
a0 derogatory resarks eoncerning Subject; however, informant had - ;- "+
heard that Bubject was very sensitive and desired to bs svoided Iy““"--‘ s
the local pecple so that he eould concentrate or his wﬂting without ~
interruption.
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m:mmamsummmmx.uuﬁm 196,
BOBXRTS {upressiom of Sudject was that he is vary (liﬂ l'!lll"ﬂ- -y 30
_ Badject wsually is vexy peorly dressed. .. « - =

' t BOBERTS had mo knouledge of Bubject's esoncmical or . ...
* polisical vievs, sad hed -t heard say hrmtorr nnm onunl." f‘__‘
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use his writing talemt

- ¢ GOXEL - NTIAL,
e, Wit
Ny 26, 143

MRDLEILTEUE, PLGIFIC GROVE C.ALD‘EE!IA Ot.hcruddressumtuponry
d-pmdmtupouu\emtlocaledmwrt Xz personal effects amd

m was positive Subjnt was X not a commmist, B4 no comwmist
l.nningn, that his honesty, loyalty and .’m‘hgrity wers of
was intansely pttrhtic, and would meke an excellent offi

AGENT'S NOTES )

Informant, snd his lew firm, hnve.rcp\:tati.on inlarleroytor -
conservatisa, .
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GRAPES OF WRATH from the Parm Security Administration, His Iritiws
, come before mr:,*thing slse in his 1lifs, d
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San Franeciseo, California
June 11, nu
Case No. I X~0/S-143505e

7*.,-_ . } e et e t-.f En ‘l‘.--}-"i o1 .IJ‘{ -.‘.»,-v‘wh . ‘.‘;’)‘. t‘?_‘;‘;@:‘ ;_---'e: .
-t » = SPRETUR N - o wrerd B TR Hoam
Pl atma X ey T e R
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FrE . mcl‘t JOEN X, BTRINEECK i’
S AR 15041 Gado 91'1“ .*.__

L S A Shomn Oaks, _Cantomit” S

y A R ol
S .7 . BEEy . Cheok of Yoter's Registratfon’ S
Lo ‘ L nlu Santa Clars connty, cdit.

- .On 9 June 1945 this Agent oheeck the Voter's neg:l stration
rilu Santa Clara County, California to secure 1nrormtion
eoncerning the Subjest, tho is bdeing considered for n - .
sommission {n the Army ot the United sutu. g; ,? t
PE ? 71.‘ “, ”

" 7 Registration files show that Sudb jeot's romr wife,
CAROL STEINBECK, registered as a Commnist in SBanta Qlars -
County, 8 November 1938. On 16 Ssptember 1939, npprozintoly.
one year later, Subject's wife registered in Santa Clara
County es a Democrat. On the 13 June 1942, CAROL STEIN=-
BECK transferred hor voting registration to Honteray, o S
0!111'01'31!. o . ) .. - S . S ‘;.‘«-"_;.

,_, ;o et A ',".1_ '-=."

Ko reoora was found of Subjeot haﬁng regiltored at
any tina as a COmmnilt in Santa Clara Oounty. ; , .73.*_‘:1_-7‘?-,
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San Fransises, Califernia
13 July 194
Case ¥o. IX-0/85-14308s¢

T pe -
. onuhi;nam-ummmmruumum o
" Gredit Assesiatien, l5Stockston 3irest, Sam Francises, Califormia - o
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!h cru‘nt ruu-h i.muuto tha.t the hbjoet ujond aa
excellent rading in 1940, haid very geod esmmercial and savings -
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San Francisco, Californis,
Vay 1, 1943,
Case Yo. II-O/S-MSOEc-

VEMORAYDUM FOR TVE OFFICER IN CEARGE e SR i‘\‘
CanReen T we r Subjects JOEN E, STEINALCE, aka Dr. lockltoin, PRI IS ey =
S . 7.0 15041 Del Gado Drive, R R
B Yoo S man Oaks, Celifornia, "_" s g
T r“. . ) _' 7.. - n.. ) P°11” di.*. - . k - a; e -:

: e ' ' ' T
ST On r.bmry 23, 1943, this Agert chacked the records of the . - . -
;. ., ¢, Dffice of Faval Intelligence, 12th Faval District, the American leglon .

. " 2adlcal Research Bureau, the San Francisce Fleld Office of the Pederal o

Bureau of Investigation, and the San Francisco Police Dopnrtment. 111
of San ?rtnclaco. California, rogu'din‘ Subject,
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e "'!" "'-f tho l‘tdonl Bureau of Innatigntion and the san Franciuo Ponoo '

B Dopcrtmut roportod no rooord of Subj.ct. . = ) ; :
s L !‘ho Oﬂioo of !uvnl Intolligonco roportcd the rollmd.n; rocordl
"'.;‘-' ""- - \'E;.. —f.";- K '." O SRR -. S s
aPTE D0 £4les ref.r 4o one John STEIVBECK, P. O. Box 821, AL R

Los CGatoe, Calif., who was a subscriber to thex™ 0PLI'S
YOFLD as of Sept., 1539, (It should be noted that John
. STELNTECI, the author, also maistaived a home in Los Gatos)”

oF o ‘.l'ho lmriun legion Radiocal 'Rueu-uh B\ren. reporttd th! ronu-u;: S

g : 11/9-195o. Was Pacifio '..ny contributor. Red publintion
,-: L 3 . at c‘m:.o o LA h
oo - 11/15-19561 One of the sponsors of the Auombly of Youth, R
R © Jaruary ¢ end 10, - LorE e
4t s T 4/1=19%8  Contributed article in th.u issue of Pasifio - 7.
e T n Weekly (Red publication)res The Racial Pro Judl ce
o e . Among the Agriocultural Workers in California, -
a0t s 10/ o Chalrman of the newly formdd Committee to Ald
T .- T Agricultural Organisation. (Very Red ontﬂ.t). : }' Ceen
v imgivy e s 8/4-19%9s His book "The Grapes of Wrath" was branded as . - L
e T .. & 7. Red propagands by Father A. D, Spearman, l.J., i ;
‘"__?jj,“'--x. i‘.':";;--;; s, {.\* dlrootor of’ the library of Loyola, .L.A. ” a 3
wl S 43 EN K
- :i'-"}é;f"'-',‘-_,_r'. \h’s o is.p for-r wifo. Cm%nnln toinboek. tn Caé
o »{-r;.i,k{'-»;__‘ AT VAR ro‘htmd Communist, Banta Clara Cownty - 1938 = i
SR R e s T e e 'if -while'living &% Bt. 1, Box 98-D, Los Getos, * < 2k
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NICBOLAS ZAVI“SXY,
Special Agent, CIC.
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e Oﬂice Memomndu Xttt

- W ', Lt v, &
- T Ty '.-‘.-?- REFIER ¢ : RSN a3 .f' £i q{, !."" ‘.}-'5[
>‘ . . 2

'ro s m:-oetor. m L

FROM : BAC, Sea Amtente S

SUBJECT:  JOEN mgrlma LT e AT ummmrtcnmnrm
Incoming Pnnulr, on-nul.o !'oxu mummssum-ﬂ‘

8/15/44 - - R
ronml mm GDI!'ROI. "_'i i
. Rororoneo 1s made to Burun nmmdu to Sax .lntoalo datod hrch 81 19«
in the above-captioned matter. ¥Yor the informetion of the New York city otﬂoo
referdnce memorandua advised that an investigation was conducted by Militery ..
Intelligence Division concerning the above-captioned individual to determime
his loyalty sad suitability to hold s eommission in the Army of the United - TR
Stetes, and that informetion had been received by the Bureeu indicatismg thet im =
view of substential doubt as to the loyalty end diseretion of the subjeect, a _
recomiendation was made that he should het be eonsidered favorably tor a Oa- D
liuionl.nthot!.s.l.my. L o _ e 7
!‘hl- 18 to qdvin thet on Merch 185, 19“ tho lubjoct. ueoou;pnled by hil llifo. o
GWYN CONGER gTEINEECK,enteresd Bmmmno Texes, via Pan American Clipper enroute '
from the Reforma Hotel, Mexicoe, D. ¥. to their residence at 350 R. Slat Street, .

Noew York City. At the time of their entry, it -was ascertained that the aubjoet

was an AmeriQan citizea bora at Sslines, Califorunia, on February 27, 1902, mal :
that his wife\yas also an Americen citizen, having bdeen dora in Chleago, nnnou. E
October 25, 1918,\ It was slso learned thet the subject is presently employed :

a8 & uri.tor by thy_ New York Bereld Tribune snd thst im 1943 be bed besn on a .
six-aonths ulignl'a'nt to England, Afrioa, md 81011,7 as s wer corrospondent. LeE

The aubjoet -driud that on that auisllon he hnd been lughtly 'mndcd und thlt
the purpose of his present two-months trip to Nexieo City had deen to regaln hil -
health before resumiag his work for the .bovo-nntionod nowapcpor. Ll . {,__-,f
The above is being .ubntted for the iaformetion of tho Burenu ‘and & oop:r or thll s
letter has been designated for the information of the New York City Ofﬁeo. lo
further sction in this uttor is preseatly contemplated by this Offiee,

mmssxrmn 2;333 Zom lo""':j ‘\"'H"" """‘L P"‘ ?J’
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| ound Sov:e!s Euger for Peace »1 R
. Capa, § Steinbeck ell rib Formﬁ J———

UNCLASSIFIED -
| The word mybt frequently heard __.th.:fw“f_ﬁ:-; o ine i Ims s suom

nurmg wmer t tour of the S0-| merald INUENT FOIULT ¥Wwollesoar Bl Dok b 79 baein
viet monfc;iwe, author Jo evening. Tl Cﬁmlﬂ )

J d ph Capaueadn}d.nt.'uportoflheir ,
o ohservations while visiting the
Ukralne, Geargin and Great Rus-
1 sian indusirial cities as & seli-styled
: "'oo!d war team™ of correspondents.
SThese people were desireyed
and burt moch mere than any
tha! I have secen during my len
years of batieflelds and they
hate war more than any sne I

i ever talked to,” declared Capa. -

: He said a halt of the “vicious and .

i insane game” of recriminations be- . o

; |lween Russia and the U. 8. would N -
' |find immediate approval among
Russian masses. He stated Russians
g | Were particularly interested in .
: |hearing about “the persecution of -

[ iberals” in America and that he C*P .

¥ |and Steinbeck told them *“to our
jmowledge there are no political

. | prisoners in the United States yet™ . -
*I am holding my fingers crossed,* ' — oo

he told the Forum sudience. . .. T e

“We do not know who started thie

vicious &nd insahe game of stupid

4| #ccusation and viclent eriticism. It

. is not very important who

_ shared ln.ll of (he 1847 Nobel (It 'Ihetmport.sntth.lnzls

in Medicine an@ Physiology lums to stop it. -

. with her husband, Prof. F. Cory, | “The people of Russia In urllt- ;
The other half of the award, | fle experience want the same /

was

made In two paris, | things our pesple ds - food,
io Bernardo A. Houssay of.| shelier, security and the ability te
,Enenos Alres. The Corys were | raise and feed and educate th

onored for the joint discovery of | children in peace. And this is
atalytic metabolism of giycozene] really lmporunl thing. That
304 Hommay, for ble research on, " sl g gipotrdae 4 B | :

g /

This is a clipping from

A/ Page et of the
— o RECORDED 1/:.”’[" ./ déﬂ; 74 DAILY WORKER .
th-/ INDEX.ED . ’ v B I ] ' Date -
¢ 2 ‘ 1 Clipped at the Bsat of
. - Ifla ' Kl -4 ‘941: - Government 1{'
FI

>
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Jan 18, 1947

r

oo - o~ -

lon. J. Edgar hoover

\' Rashington, L. C.

r
o

Lear Sir;

I trust thst your agents in San Ffrancisco are watching these

No doubt you have a file on this John Steinbeck; one of our forsmgat
Commie inspired writers who hed written many astories whose theme was to s 1r

z
i up class conclousness, Grapes of Wrath etec, !

§ The most ashocking element here is the fect thet Steinbeck is even 5,

—_——

given space on the San francisco, sfter being denouced by W. R. Hearst bac?

7—/3;1 33 or 39, As you know doubt know,—}

_t.gd this picture Grspes 3
‘.lIIlIIIllIIlIlIllllIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.I.II'—
i

) 7 of Wrath , seeing the underlying motives. o
1
¥

The very same executives on this paper purged this girl for her conptsr

attack on the Commle themos emmansting from Hollywocd.

I wrote a lwtter to —of the Lca Angeles Examiner ,

regading this Steinvesk, seeking to hold up the articles, Also asking Juat

P L . e

( who wss rosponsiblo for this 1ight about face . it.seems that this is the onls
eré;iih;et that is cerring Steinbeck's series,

.
*
®

h.,/&%‘av csm Steihbeck have such "essy access to "INSIDE THE IKON CUKTALX"

when YOU and other LOYAL Americans are forbibben to enter . :
San Francisco 1s & verlitsble LITTLE MOSCOW to te sues. e
I fully reslizs that the Examiner ceme out "finally" for}h é’-ﬁv Llfnnl hayo"
e { WAPOR DD /00 0 Q;
b\obinson, who rsn on san Anti Commile plstlorm. But m’frly entered t
WA 1cturc after Hobinson hnu a commsnaing lead.\lg‘er}iyr“ai‘iﬁéathat they were__
~-*' ‘th‘!n' ~ause theyv fizured he would win.’.. NOT tecsuse he was the .be?}‘g

47



et e A i, 2

pind fou or the principles that he stood for..

Waen [ arrived here a yoeur sgo , I proceeded to inform Robinson of Frank
Hevenner's record in Washington, which had besen kept very much in the dark

* .

.on the West Coast. With all this information it waas clesr salling to be suré:'
iy
This RED minority element in San francisco is plentyb dangerous , snd a veri |

pggcr keg, Of course I appreciste tha fact that I am not tclling you sny thi
that is new, tﬂ
This Steinbeck running in the Examinetr over Ads's dead body, a girl

who was willling to sacrifice her very life for her country SE;ndh vindicatcx‘

iig' today for the fight she had even within her own ranks on this paper.
""' Hle. 1 sxepected -o bring this mstter to Mr. Herast's sttention,
\ vho ia residing as you know ,in ceverly Hills..

I trust thst tiils infoemetton will prove to be helpful to you.
with kindeat regurds ,

Hy
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Y .. Your uttcr doted J’anuary M
‘ utth ‘enclosures, has becen recetved, am'! I mnf,

c:grcaa my apprecfation to you for bavtqp

bro t this mﬁer 90 ny ctﬂuﬂou,“*‘»':-.

dfmrc!y yourc,
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.rohn Edgar Hoom
- Dimtor :

RDIE: Thta tndtvtdual haa correaponded wtth thc
“.. Bureau on several previous ocoagsions on matiera =
~ “ of simtlar nature, and now draws the Dtrector't
" attentfon to John Stetnbeck a8 a Uomnuniat $n -
connection with ¢ series o,f arttalu .S'tctnbccl'
lnrote ooncern;ug Buaata, A e

- ’um.mcmm sr.cpou
2

/C)MAILED S

~ JAN 2061348 PM

fEnERN BIEA OF INVESTIGATION




. D -
-’ ') -\_ TP I . . ‘
] F b U U
ALL TXPORMATTON coxmq [
mmlsl_rgc!_l‘sur-:a ___4' e
RXCEP? WHERE SHOMN _ M .
OTRERNISE o id- Tt F
- ‘ 1; r? "y_'

* T Rohart FI‘IMH‘I!H

AF] ARULIvE . & e nanaman

]ohn Stembeck"
‘A ‘Rus:,lan Jom’nal’

::wi? w;}z'?x{.“nn 'lth’. %
lwrays think they have dheorered
tavénted products or methods
Steinbeck -points out, they
didn't. mmlnqmﬂno!ahnd
rln which T. 8. contest winners of all
rinda are lutﬂmltiml]“ described

unquﬂﬁnned world's ehlmph:u.

\

&

OHN STEINBECK'S warm uympathy for people,
evidenced in his A Russian Journal, (published today)

He writes feelingly of the rever-
ence throughout the world for the

is the one positive feature of an account of a visit to the he ocom-

Soviet Unlon which 4 Otherwises “wooe g ue_‘_.t"mu my

overrun with frivelous provineialism s whem ihe distinetive e teriad =2

and a coy disinclination to face tkdl-r_rlnneapltﬂmhdﬂy
political realities. that 3 provides s government

Bteinbeck has taken out the con- “checks and balances™® Or of the
veptional insurance lgl.inst eritl-

nalveis "leih p Ras it that “sur gov
(-E erument esigned (s koep
APEUSSLAN. JOLRKAL by .Iahmun?‘ o o e o w -

ﬁf‘vvn:h pho.L‘otnpm by H frem getllng tes moch power wr,
15, Viking New Yark.
09715
o n : J

lncly in'dmts t.h.lt SBtalin was &
hypocrite In objecting fo adulation.
_Bteinbeck makes the conventional
ibourgeols plaint about Soviet cen
§9V7 orship and “suspicion™ of tm'e!xn
ers and cutely expiains mm as;

@
ar.‘

having get M, frem kecping N~?
And, “we agreed” Stelabeck writes
" cism by concludicg that his journal
“o%ill pot be satisfactory elther to

the ecclesiastical Left
Lompen Right. The first will say
fs antl-Russlan, snd the sscond

otherwise? We have no conclusions
‘to draw, except that Russian people

world Some bad ones there are
surely, but by far the greater num-
ber are very good”

Now the shove is pretty childish
stuff. It is a fraudulent ‘cbjectivity’
which presumes to be accurate
merely because it is inconsistent and
"superficial enough te draw fire from
 all sides. And It was m waste of Mr.
- Bteinbeck’s itlme to discover so
"1aboriously that all peopls are alike.

g What s reader logically expects
from s “Russian journzl” is not a
" platitrde but an examination o#

now is definitely not like that ¢

ugh udy. “This reviewer frank-
could not decide whether Stein-

&;ﬂ

_an appalling politlcnl'-mm J

country function mery slawly., hut
oy 'thep“‘ i
mere m[’“

that it 15 pro-Russian. Surely it {s|does mot know the .facts of life in
superfical, and how could 1t be[his own backyard to fare forth as
an lnbexmur ot his neighbor,

are like all other peopls in the|nal

way of life of a people which right{ — —  ~

ck's faflure ‘was due to cholce or G

selennly, “that tBh mmakes omr
i eerhinly uuku it fonction

.
Ithfoolhnrﬂ.lyfottm who

!

abowt the kind ef culiure whleh
develops such inteliecinal Sad &
ery than sbout the Soviet Unien.
Robert Capa's photographs,
fMusirate the text are striking

" There 15 little in A Russian Jour-
to indicate that Stelnbeck has
any comprehension of Marxism, the
cause for war, the fundamental
difference between capitalism and

soctalism. He doesn't like war . tly reproduced.
he says s0. He would hate to see B - [
another one. He is fond of children 4 "Z, L.

and good, honest people, Russian as
well a3 any other kind.

But his Journal is filled with
trivia which will not help people
understand the first socialist siate
because Steinbeck himsell never,
bothered to find oul,

[ ] »

This is a clipping from

Page ! 2 of the

Daily Worker

——

‘1
[ 2 ‘1,
- ﬁf{ :

' *“all other people . ) g n . B
. ; TS | STEINBECK HAS NoT| D 1/_00 ! é:-)- I/a{e - -
' ldone. even to the minimum extent{ ' Clipped at the Seat of
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tembeck

M

Now Mr. Steinbeck did see 8 few
- things that may prove interesting to
the average reader, and Robert Capa
contributes 8 few nice (but not ex-
ceptional) shots of life in Russia. There
are impressive descriptions of wartime
destruction, of the shortage of artificial
limbs, of Soviet inefficiency and “snafu.”
} Steinbeck give some curious examples
. of black market activities in Russia, of
transportation  difficulties, -of the
sickening hero-worship of the leaders.

The careful reader wili be able to
‘¥ detect a few other interesting bits af
information: the survival of deep
religious feeling in the country; the

greater € emphasis on cmremmont build-

ing rather than on re.ﬂdenua] housing
J construction; the uiter lack of humor

a3 contrasted . with the climate o
greater spontaneity as one gets further
away from the burezucratic center.

Revnewed by ALLAN

.ﬁaussmrv JQURNAL By dohiSteinbeck nith pictures by,&ober
"~ New Y’ork Viking Press. 220 pages.. 8395, L i A Tl
R STEINBEL'K #as joined the traternity of vodka visitors. For three wee
] he toured the Soviet Union under the subtle g\udance of VOKS, the gove
2t 4 ¥ B prent agency for “cultursl Jiason,” saw Moscow eelebrate its 800th
versary. got stomach cramps from overeating on & rollective farm, inspected the
ruins of Stalingrad, was wined and dined in Georgia, flew back to Moscow, where he
chattered with American officials and correspotidents, came home and wrote a book.

and the depressing serenity of Moscow,

And yet, one cannct help question- . - . o

ing Mr. Steinbeck's understanding of - L . e o ) I NOT RF 'OB" ED

taussia, He went to Moscow 8s an HE ATTENDED the celebr: " of 43 SEP 18 1948 e

_"ﬂﬁﬁl‘:ﬁf and libers)” man, he sare the 800th annpiversary of Moscow with
£, to concern himself with “politics Iouis Aragon, the French Stalmut {o ' .
oo "fod the larger’ issues” but “simply .  writer, and was impressed by the ' Thie 4s 11 1
P report .. . . peither critically nor splendor of festivities. Capaz ge P & clipping from
P avorably” But how can he speak led around Moscow by & special o ege i} ___ of the
i bt life in & iotalitarian state without cisl assigned “to facilitate hit mov§-, NEW LEADPR
¢ _bonstantly referring to the governmeot ~ ments about the city™; “in Red Squale’ .
? (_-__ e ”?:r__.‘”' = PR . - : . Da.te ‘-a’*#g
! : = ‘_, . Clipped mat thp seat of
‘ - ) ' . . Government
i 5 ; '

YVoip
dg 700 .

/
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Sans Wra
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and its agencies? How sure is be that
he got to the “people™ and not merely
to a model farm in the Ukraine and
to ® show-chse sapmatorium on the
Black Sea? I Mr. Steinbeck was

merely after the

questions as *Do children go to school
in . Russia?” He could have saved
himself the trouble of going. He
speaks no Russian, and all his contact
was made through official interpreters.
Steinbeck, whom the Russians co
sidet one of America’s top #
-was wined and dined, was taken

a Moscow nightelub and o a Ki

R L L-.- went to the ﬂnhl‘ﬂfv homs

of such Sowet millionaires as Alex-~
ander Xorneichuk — and . concludes
that the Russians have plenty to eal;
he even states thst the quality of
Russian clothing” improved during the
few weeks he spent in Russfa. .

L ek O Y
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7" he had a militia man assigned to him
T to make things easy and stop any un-
pleasantness”; yet throughout the book
Steinbeck never mentioned the MVD.

Most startling, perhaps, is Steinbeck's
own attitude toward the Soviet Union.
His book is full of what Koestler would

stopped from taking pictures at a lend-
leased tractor plant in Stalingrad,
Steinbeck reminds us that foreigners
may not photograph Oak Ridg: either.
! In his mind, “Moscowitis” and *Wash-
ingtonitis” cancel each other out. When
he admits that the coliective farm he
was shown put on a big show for him,.
he insists that “any Kansas farmer”
would do the same for his guests, °

Steinbeck wants “peace™ and hates
all “curtains,” iron or otherwise. He
does not care about governments, good
or bad. He comes up with a conclusion
that is neither here nor there: “We
knew rothing about the things Ameri-
can papers were howling about — Rus-
| sian military preparations, atomic re-
i search, slave labor, the political skull-

duggery of the Kremlin” And he still
doesn't. As a matter of fact, he is
proud of his ignorance. Even Capa is
+ led to remerk thilt “Steinbeck is so
¢+  goddam innocent that all questions
" posed by the curious and hero-wor-

shipping Russian population are an- -

swered by a friendly grunt, 'This I -

do not know.'” When he is asked if’
the American people want war with
ussiz, he replies: “We don't know,*
Whether the question concerns Wag-
ace’s popularity or American forei
policy, the agnoshc:sm nnd decaden

call false equations. When Capa is _

o
’

BN |

[ NI SR Y

of American ~ ng o . S. support
of reactionaries and fascists, Steinbeck’s
answer 15 invariably, I don't know . . .’
no one tells us these things.™ -

Under -such circumstances it is not . |

surprising that the world-shaking con-

clusion to Steinbeck's conducted tour

is that “the Russian people are people,”
“that they are very nice.” He adds that
they want “the same things all people
want — good lives, increased comfort,
security, and peace”
tell us if the Russian people are get-
ting any of these.
L ] -

- . e

STEINBECK USED TO BE known

"85 a man with a strong social con-
" science. The Gropes of Wrath and

e

Tortilla Flat were full of nghteous
moral jndignation . about social and
economic injustice. In The Moon Is
Doton "Steinbeck made s heated if.
somewhat pedestrian ettack on totali-
tarian aggression and conquest. Those
were the days when Steinbeck could
be counted upon to stand up and wield
his pen in behalf of democracy and
freedom. Even today had he gone to
Spain or Chinn, he would surely
hgve come back to write a book i
orger to demonstrate that the “Chin
ple want good hveg and . eomto

But he does not |

that “the Spaniards like peace,” ...

e
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\« EICEFXT RHERE SHONN
) OTHERWISE . .-
JOHEN EXNST STEIVBECE - 46 55 -.

BIOGFAPIICAL LATA:  Mea

John Ernest~Jteinbdeck, suthor, playsright and var
correspondent, was lLora at Galinas,
13023,

 etutént ot
_.; grudutO.
i Jrom her {mn March, 1943,

california, om Yebruary 27,
He graduated Srom Salirnas digh school in 1318 and was &
Stenford Pniversity for five yeers but did aot

Ze¢ zarried Carol Heaning ian 1330 and was divorced
He married Goyn Conger on Narch 29,
1943, srd Elaine Scois or Descezber 23, 1550. He hss Desn the
QutAor of o mumber of beoks and wos s.arded the Pulltzer prize
in 1240. Among the boeks for which he 1s ‘moat mnoted are
*rortilla Flat, ™ 1535; "0f Wice And Yen," 1337; “Grapes Of
Frotin, ® 1333; "The Neom Is Down,™ 1342; "Cannery Fow,” 1345;
"tThe :a,sard Pus,” 13547; and "4 Russisn Jouwrncl,” 1348. Je '
vas also eaxployed c@ 8 war corresponcent and oa a writer for
the 'New York “erald Tribume’during 1343, 1344, 1347, and 1348)
Steindbeck vos Tice rresident of sorld Fidee, Inc., 6An organizrat
chartered in ¥ew York State om December 18, 1347, for the purpo.

I

EXEMPT FROM GDZ. 9
DATE OF DECLA

Fhe Buream haes conducied ze investigation comcerain
John 3teindeck. KHowesver, snder dote of May 11, 1342, Attorse
Genersl Bidale ferwarded to the 2urcaw o lstter receiced bp

RTird T IUVESTITATION:

-5 Aim from Steindeck which stated Im part "Do yom sapposs yom
E:"‘ could ask Zdgar's doye to stop stepping on my Aeels? They
! “55 think I om an ensny slien. Its getiing tiresone.” A/ter
: .x s checking the Bureax Jiles the Attorney Cencral] was a:-ulied
e S thet Jteinbeck was net being ond never had lbeen itnreatiyut g,
1 - ", dd- . - .
] Sil (100-106244~1) _ R
: - i

' IERYTSTIOATIN BY 8-2¢
, . Steinbeck wos investigeted by G-% duriny 1343 e -
€ e Geternias Als auitadility te Acld @ comuission In the ¥. 8. .-
Qes —— ATRYPe After laveatiystion the Chief, Counter JIntelli, empe -

Glavia—
Heto__ BTGRCR, G~2F, recemmended Ae¢ not de gonsjdgred Suverabdl (&
e IOl )i s by il Y s 1)

o Y f— ——— K., A
ﬁzﬁg}y‘q‘m INDEXED - 20 NOT R-CORDEL \&W
-

Tele. _ J i /&
Hellommn B - 133 MAR v 1354 ¥-2-2
*mﬁq_ g’... T 3329

T e

& &4 b

o) preparing rams, ('Yhe's Jho In imerica,™ 1358-3 /} .
L 100-158188=-2 1¢0-34G322~111, p. 1, &
23
: / bld CLASSIFIED BY : F
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8 coanisston. JIrvestigation developed that Steinbdeck’s former
wife, Carcl, had registered as o Comnunist §R Sorta Clars Coxrty,

P Pamein am Nansm haw £ LR T;] At rarfondanad oo o Lomasmad -
[ "L -‘ - T Te Fa - e ' A A A X ¥ 4 ] v, ok SRS - - ¥ -8'- L4 R AN A J - - L4 1 1 F "R A J

in 1939, 4ccordin, to Carol, ahe reyistered as & Countnist te
see what woulc Ac.pen and to see whot the recaction would be

in o small town, but re;retted this move because It reflected
xnfavorobly on her Rusband. She ani others advisec thot
Steinbeck was o registered democral and probally fovored the
New Leal but Ae had mever bees ¢ c““‘““'M‘"ﬂ

This investigation alsc revealed that Steimbeck
contriduted articles 2o the Fousmber 2, 1236, and Aprtl 1, 1238
fseues of "Pacific Feekly, ™ cited ¢s o Conmurnfat publicatior by
the Colifornia Comnitiee or Un-dmericon Activities., He alseo
subscribed to the “igily Pwople'zgsfrld,' west coast Communist

mewspaper, as o/ September 1339, W Per Brmu
/T T

Associates and friends of Steinbeck acvised G-2 that
he was Aonest, loycl, potrietic, anc en srcellent cnd sincere
sriter. They stated that although Re exercised poor discretion

h mama

'''''' & ' » vy il
e¢lements of the Communist rFerty, he was not interested in
gduarcing the caouse of the Party dut in gatherin; mcierial
Jor his xritings on ceriain 8ccicl conacitions existing in the
United States at thot time. Tiey reported that he wroie various
orticles which zere published by Comauntst er anizatione because W
the ecomomic vieks erpressec were considered radical. Hovever,
Ae rejected Communistic polttical end economical theories
reseatedly and discarded Ais cssociation with thci elenmeni

wmhon it hoarnrnms an-nrent $hnedt his nrsandi-s mne haipn, ussd 4a
. ey v w LA A o 4 4 -rr-' - e w wrEpa W e e r' -—w v e »w L A e Ve - -

}urther intercstsof the FPurty. (0-2; 105-166188-2) @'xgy per ﬂ”:‘]
AFFILIATION b ITA COMVONIST FROKT OKGANIZATIONS:

During 1938, Steindeck gronited the Stmon J. Lubin
Soctety of Caltsornia, Inc., perxisston to republisk Ais
pomphlet entitled "Their Blood Is 8trong,” o story of the
migratory a,ricultural workers in Californic, which was -
eri tnally ppblished in 1938, Adccordiny to the Lalifornia
Commitiee orn Un-American Activities, the Simon J. Lubin L
Society, Imc., was o (Communist froat for California agrarian
penetration, erganized in the Foll of 1936 by Onit 10€ of thre
Prosessional Section of the Comzmunisi FParty. (81-7559-2-993)

——— .



In eppreximnately 1558, the Comntitice to £Aid Agriculisrel

Forkers wcs organtzed uncer Stetnbeck'a Jeadsrakip. Steindeok

=== slee served @és chairman eof this erganization whkick has besn
referrec to a5 the Jehn Steindeck Comnittee to 41d Lgricultural
Serkers. According to ome 3onrce of unknown relichbility, this
coxmittiee wcs organized after Steinbeck Rad exposed the attustion
of the xigrant furmers oad "okies™ $tn Ais books. Taia scurce
stoted thers wos mothing politiccl $a the wort ef the esonniitiee,
the purpose being to gather food snd clothing for those in need.
Another source tndicctad $hat the committee syurnisked fincnctal
sssiatance to the United Cannery, Adgriculturcl, Pocking sad
Adl1ltec Norkers of dmerioa. Man, of the supporters of tiis
erganization xere known to be Communist Purty mermbers eor
people who had been cctive in behalf o/ Communist mrited
Jront erganizations. The Americen Legioa Padioal Eessarch

b3 Bureau deacribed this ceanitiec a8 o “very FEed eutfit."”

[N[4 Los An_eles mem.e¢r of the comrittiee;

i =2; 100-333317-1; 100-6633-2, p. 104;
100=3=23-26, . 13) o
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Jokn Steinbeck was one of the 8ponsors end dele ctes
to the Mestern iriters Congress (declarec to te a subatdiary of
the American hriters Conyresa, cited by the HCUA) con/erence
held tn San Froncisco, (aliforrnia, orn Noveaber 13 and l4, 1336.
{Dies Committee Acaring, Volume S, Fage 1996) .

Steinbeck vas sctive in the league of Anerican
¥riters (cited by the Attoraey Cenercl) during 1938-1940,
serving that organizction a8 ene of the sice presicents in
1339 and as cne of the board of directors of the Caltfornis
League of Anerican Friters tn 1340, He cleo [furnished that
erganization vith a statenent for publication Imn a booklet
published curiag Moy, 1536, ord signec on open letier to all}
Senators onc merbers of the House of Reprecsentatives curing
21939, (61-7759-687812; 100-7322-8, 18; 61-7551-183110;
61-7561-2=87) :

Eteinbeck xos among tRose who signed an open letter
to the Government cnd Pecple of the United States sponsored by
the pashington Committee to Lift the Spantish irbargo (cited as
8 Comxuntat front by the Coltforrnic Commitiee on Un-Americon
Adctivities) on Jaunuory 31, 1939. ("Nev York Timea;" 121-23278-
267112, p. 15086) :
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As of late 1940 or early 194] the nane ¢f Jobhn
Stetnbeck mos contained In the wotlve Indices of the Natisnal
Feceratton Jor Censtitutions] Libertiss (cited by the Atiternsy
Gensral). (4dnomymoms; 100-1170-49, p. 157) .

A gli.piny from the "Fex York Times™ gof Fedruory 31,
21948, reported the foractiorn In New Yerk City o/ & new coeperative
Publishing eoncera, mcmely, Adssocfated Noparine Contributors, Inc.
The iIniticl ltst of ouner-ceatributors included John Steinbeck.
Asssctated Mo axine Cortributors was cited by the Caltfornia
Comnitree on Un-Anerican Activities when (t reported that “thre
Comaunist iafluence §s estcblished throush such aswe services.”
(123-11€74~13)

In preparction for & recepition to de given st the
Baldorf-dstoria, Aex York Cit , on May S, 1546, b. the Jutiensl
Council of American-Soviet Frieaderip (XCAST - eitec by the
Attoraey Genercl} for three visitiny Soviet literary Sigures,
the Assiswant $o the TTecutive Ltregtor of she BCASK contacied
Nowara Just, well-~known author and probable menber the Cultural
Section of thke Comnurnist Farty (a Nex York City, for his approwal
o/ 6 list &f cistinguishec writers, pullishers, ortists, and
other persorclities to de tnuitec to the offoir. Fast declored
that noturally enti-uoviets and Trotskyite: should not be
invited @i they; worlc make things “very uncenjortable.”™
dceording S0 the injormant the mame of John Steinbeck woas

RORg those read off ¢o Fust which meti xith Als approval.
h 100~146564-726) | |

On Moy 17, 1548, ¥re. Nuriel Draper eof New York, the
Chatrman of the Boaexn's Section ef the Amerticon ECASF, spl s
8t o mneeting of the Lemocratic Fomen'’s Ianternationcl Feceratioa
in Eome, Itoly. JIr her specech she hartily e;rged xith the
Soviet representative rho hod stiacked United Siates fereign
policy and reported that the Americar people were being given
e dose of anti-sSoviet propagande worse than that asgainst
Gcermany defore the Second forld Bar, GShe stated that 8
number of individuale, $mcluding Steirbeck, had recently been
converted to "the coxp of wor enc anti-Sovietiam,” (5-168-48,
*Beu York keralc Tribuney" 100-~34<442-4)

Bureau files reflect o number of instances froem
1545 throughk 1350 xherefn Stefnbeck vas epproached by vcricus
ether Comxunisi Pnrty‘{?mnt»or~nnizctions to support theilr
causes a0 B5 1o enlisl the . bideat possible mass support for
tAeir compcigns. There s mo indication that ke complied xith
these particulcr reg-ests. (100-7T061-323, p. 19; 100~334436~1521;
200-185087-77X2; 100-370500-48) &
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INSTARCES 35 EEIN AVERLICA'S ENENIXS NAVE USED >
OF ATT-1Pral TG Do: ST IFBECKIS BRITINGS AND ‘i
REPUIATI: 90 FUATAik THLIK CAl'SES: 1

Burecu Siles reflect that beoccuass manpy eof Stetabeck's
sTitin;8 portrayec ar extrensly serdid and pouerty-siricken
side of Anerican 1ife, they weres repriated ta beth Goeragr ead
Lussian anc usec by the Fazis and Soviets ad proagsnds asgainst
dnerfca. (ANumerous refersnces) :

An tndfvicual whe Aad beez emplo_ud duriag 1937 s &
ploywright on the Federal Theater Project, Koerks Progress
Acmintstration, testi/ied before the Lies Coamities that the
Fart, tolc her shat to mrite oad SJurnishec her with research
materiaol obtained froa the Simon Lubin Society (previoialy
efted). &he acvised t'at this material iacludec asne of
Steinbeck 's field notes ,in kts Aandwritiag, for his book "Grapes
Of ¥rath.” (Testimony, Kenc ¥ole on 7-22-40; Dies Comnittee
ExecLtive Hearings, Yolume 3, Paje 1213)

Steinbeck's book, "Grapes Oy Krath, ¥ was amoa; the
jeriodiecls end books solc from the literature toble at s

Coamuntst Porty Moy Day meeting Relc oa Moy 1, 1940, in Les
b

A booklet announcin; the gourses o/ the Forxers
School of ¥ex Yors City, offictal Comxuntst Fariy scheol,
Jor the winter tera, 1943, ataied that the worls o/ lesding
dranatiec writers, fncludimg Steindeck, would be unaed iIn the
discuasions of hilstery of socicl instit: tions as the, hac been
reflected by writers of cl) times. (134c Kepors, California
Coznitiee on Un-smerfean Activities; 100-15252-39, p. 440)

During H.urch, 1945, @ copy of @ recomunended reading
1tst used by the American Yeuth For Lemocracy (cited by the
Attorney General) indiocted thot listec loeks were available
Jron the New Jersey Staie office of that erganization at & .

748 148t tncluded Steinbeck's "The Moom Is Down.” !
[,'IE %sﬂ:n hecdquarters o the Comaunist Political *
Asscclation, Aeuars, ¥ew Jersey; 61-777-~831=60, p. 24)

ASSCCIATION LITH COMMUIIET PATTY NFLPIES
T Ut oY ilow COMEDIIST PALSY;:

on June 2, 1953, an adaiited former Comzuntst Forty
menber {adout 1937-1933) testified before the House Comnitiee
on Drn-American Activities that althouzh oteinbeck hac .done

-8 -
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more sSArengh Ais movel] aboent She agricxltursl werkers thean
snyone else for the Comnunist Forsy ssuss he sppearec to be
at odds with the Comzunist Forty dering f, period although
the witacss could xot sataie Just how. (Rolcud Filltan Kibdes,
Exécuiive Seaaion scaiizany since publicly relscssd; S1-78582-

1975, p. 2330)

Comaua.at tarty functioraries in California) during Nurch, 1937,
anc November, 1940, barey 4dncicated thet ¥inter xas sxell ecquatnted
with Steinbeck and mi;kt hzve ccnesiderable tnfluence itk Afn.

On Narck 7, 1937, ke wrote "Feecless to s0y, I am glad to hewr
abort Steinbeck's mex book. I Adpe ¢t fulfills what you sapy.
Therse is ne recaen why it shoulc not. e ¢33z wriie, and, ®ith
the edpection I ex told yom and okr JSriends have becen gilvinrg

Rim he ought to moke the grace better thun ke did $s Ais eorlier
bock." Arother undated letier oliatned early ta 1364 from Jinter
s Steindeck indicated that Steindeck Aad preuviously eriticimed
Finter., Y-is letter w'ich was pirtially edscene attucked
Steinbeck cnd $ndicated thct Re cnc Finter were at oda:.

(Eighly cernficential source; 100-18610-56, p. 23, 38, ??)%U

]
=S
ﬂsfﬁg , In letters written by Sam Dorc, to E1la Finter (both
S
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on Junc 23, 1950, Louis Bucenz, former Hanagiag
Ecttor of the "lcily Borier, " ecst coast Cownunisti newspaper,
end an admitied forzer Ponnun tst Furty menler, acvises as

Jollows: P"larey ¥cFilltams 18 a writer, particularly moted

G2 the author of tPppntarics Tn The Pin‘lﬂ r {_Anh’i‘hn_‘l in 1938,

which was the foaadctian of'John Steinbeck's ‘Grapes Of §rath.”
Fhen this book was prtlishel, J »aos gc.ised by Alerancer
Trachtenterg ana Jack Stackel (both Communist Farty functioangries)
that Mchilltamns was under Comxunist cdiscipline. Thris Ad @

great decl to co with the way me hondled this Dook and alse

Jokn Steimbeck'’s boot because ot t7°8%t time Hciilltcuc wus
Suiposedly mcking a Communist of Steinbeck.” (Interview with
Bucenz; 100-538-32)




The June 11, 1948, tasuve of the Los Angeles "fLrominer”

" stoted that Ei:g Lordner, Jr., ¢ screen writer, hod stgned with

Steinbeck and others %o write a film versiomn of Steinbeck’s
story "Pastures Of Keavem.™ dccordiag to the "sxaminer, ™ this
*was the first H>llywood employment given ony of the 'snfrieadly
ten' since their refusal to answer the Communist Guestion in
Yashington lact fall" cne the move challenjed the Potien Picture
Association of imerica’'s announcement thct Rone of the men

cited by Congress xould work until clecared of the charge.
(100-235855-11, p. 5)

NISCELLANECDS

Froa tine to time columnists for the "Latly Ferier”
and "iail, Peoylé's rorld” Rove criticized Steinbeck’s writings
8% not poriraying cceyuctely the American Commurnists or sup.ortiag
the American Comaunist movement, On the oiher Aand these papers
Aove elsc praised the books, statiny im Jonuary, 1943, shat he
was one of the most popular eut.ors among the Soviect Fussions.
Both Communistanc arti-Comnunists criticised his 1345 series of
artfcles for the “Wcw York Herald Tribune” gntitled "4 Russien
Journal, ™ whiioch he wrote ajier a visit to Rusaia irn the Suamer
of 1947, as bein; too pro-Communtst and too anti-Communist.

Both sides criticized his ability to asdequatel, portray lisfe

tn Soviet Russia ajter such @ short vieit., It is moted that

the articles criticized Soviet red tape and the Soviet Governmeat
but were favorable to the Russian peosle. (100-106224-4; 64-
175=240-4; anc oti.ers)

(o /,



During 1942, 1343, aad 1344, Steindeck wos liated ss
one oS the irdividucls in the United States who received Rusaian
Jigcrcturc. {CO/ftce of Censorship; 65-1674~809, p. 83 65-49085-
81 . : o .

On February 23, 194<, the Steinbecks attended »
reccition ot the Kussion Kabassy in Mextee (City. fThat reception
celebrated the 26ih crriversary of the founding of the Russianm
Aray. ("foveaades, ' moraing mewspaper, 2/7/44; 100-145385~17)}

On August 33, 1947, Jeseph Starcbia, eorrespondent of

the "paily Worter,™ was in Rio de Jaueire, Brozil, conferriang
xith leocers of the foxauni-t Farty of Brozil rearain, tha

- possibility oy inviting well-krnoun Amcerican writers to Brcxil.
Cre @f the Anericons recorrended by sicrolin wes Stejndeck.

There i&¢ no inforsotion cuallolile Irndicuting Steinbeck was M
sctuclly invitec, — 100~5188%~75, 81)(.) w o hd e
| b3, ¥4 -y ;
: 4 Coumter Intclli,ence Corps re.ort of Jomwary 13, . 1§27
1954, repsriec that there ¥as a6 dtromy incication that the & _('fl’t"
L3

®"Verla, cer kation," o pullisiin, fira of the Fationsl

Tamakratfianhs Dertald Ffo Canfectd vans na¥diinnd mamds smhiank ‘

hac been cescridbes b, -2 as " resuymcll; @ corscrvotive

pa-ty”™ but ahich $8 an facit Zorne pclitical poerty anc cs such is
Comrur.f2t oriented) uvs alout to re,aiiave pubdlisiing riyhts
with seven Anmcrican cuthors, includiny otieinbeck. (4 usually

reliable source of CIC; 165-4?#240'1) 6)@_) ?Cf‘ Aro:’ s )
Hd §-2.7¥ oV
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lo 1m'utlgatlon portinoat %o nnr uqui’ry hu Eé“ £’ Y
been conducted by the FBI eonserning the upti. ned REL a3
individual. However, & reviev eof FBI files ots - £
that in Nay, 1945, a source that hag lho reliadle. - -

information {n ths rlt advised that the American !outh,_
for Democracy in a 1ist captioned "Recommended Reading e
List for American Youth for Demoocracy,” listed the book - -
sntitled "The Koon Is Dewn® by John Steinbeck, The '
American Youth for Democracy has been elted by the Attorney ., -
Gensral pursuant to Exeoutive Ordor 10

- f b
(61-777-31185, doformess

ncy
investigetions abrosd adviged that on Augtut 23, 19!;7,
a eorrespondent of the "Dally VWorker," an esst ocoast -
| communist newspaper, was in Ric De Janeiro, Brasil, - -
| eonferring with leaders of the Communisgt Party in mmn..
The discussion rolated to invitations to visit Bracild
to be sent to various Amsrican witora and to ltcoruin
whether thsy would be permitted te remain in Rie De Janaire,
The name of John Steinbeck was given as ene who would
receive an invitatiocn from the Comuunist Party in Braglil.

(100-5128?-81)

files further reflect thnt a mwapnpor rovlw
appeared u the Apmil 16, 1548, 1ssus of the "Daily vorkor.
oconserning John Steinbeck's book, * A Rusalan Journal,®
relating to his experiences while on & three-week towr
of the Soviet Union in the Summer ef 19&7. The writer
of the review appeared to doubt Steinbeck's ability te .
- portray life in Soviet Russis authoritatively llnca ho -
wag there for mch a short period of time. o :
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: In tha reports of the Special Committee on
Un-American Activities, 78th Congress, Second Session,
House Report No. 1311 on page 101, it is pointed out _ . ~
that "Fhe Natfonal Maritime Union of America has toed - <7 =~

the Communiat Party line through all its changes im - (- "+ "7 |

recent years. The ships of the American Nerchamt Rk P

Marines are being supplied with libraries for the seamem - . ..

to read while at sea, and the Nationsl Meritime Union's =  ~ =

éducational department 1s responsidle for the seleotion i ¥
of the books. dJohn Steindeck's 'Grapes of Wratht! &g -~ :-:v.- ..

-5

~ naturally erosont. as 1t would be in any communistis =~ - -. .-
selection. o (87-u0T-h2L) v e i e "’-’ .

The "Dally Worker®™ issus of April 1, 1955, ~. -
and the "People's World™ issus of April 7, 1955, carrfed ' -
articles relating to a review by John Steinbeck of . =~ .
Matusow's "False Witness®™ which originslly appeared - >~ . - .-
in the April 2nd iasgue of the "Saturday Review of % . * - .-
Libsrature." In the article captioned "Death of & = . 7 '~
Racket,™ Steinbeck spesks with sh contempt™ of the -~ -
snticommunist hired informsr.® : o

(100-375988~A; "Daily Workers h&(lt/éggmﬁ
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The foregolng information

as s result of your request for an FBI file check and is -
not to be construed as a clearance or a nonclearance of
the individusl involved. This information is furnished - - .
for your use and should not be disseminated outside of . - -
Jour agency. e R AR

i L ! ; ) I T o -.‘“{_A L s . :'- ) ‘t - .
Note: This memo msrked Secret inasmuch as material - **

in paragraph two from State Department was so marked ' &

on their ocommunication;information re Steinbeck/d .-
furnished USIA om 4/1/Bh. . . . SR
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“¥o 1nroltiqltion has boan eonﬂuotod by thil “'}’ :
Bureau eoncerning the sbove~nawod individual, 4 review - ' -
b OF the files, however, reflects that in My, 1945, & .~ .

relieble soures advited that the Axmeriean Youth tcr :

*ocracI in & 133t oaptionad “Recommsndod Peading List
-for Amerioan Youth fo» Dexocracy,” listed the dook -
ontitled "The Moon is Down" by John Steinbeck, Ths
. Amerlean Youth for Democracy has been designated by the

tttcrnaz General of the United States pursuant %o Exesutive b1€
Order 10450. (61-777-31-60) (Info_
,»f Anbther Government esti~
gatione abroad, advised that on Aasnat 23, 1947, & eor=- - .
resifondent of the "Dally Worker,” an Fast coast Communish n
publleation, was in Rio De Janeiro, Brasil, eonferring with
:i lsoders of the Comwunist Part{ in Brasgil, The dlscussion
related to invitaticns to visls Erazil %o be sent to various -
Qélamurican writers and to argertaln whether they would be .
purmittod to remain in Rio De Janoiro !ho neae of John
3‘.103.0! was El'.ﬂ a3 ons !mo VOULG “3.110 an LﬁVL‘GluOn
from the Communist Party in Brlzilo_, [100-51287-81) (st. Deii !l‘
’ The files further reflset that newsgapor reviewsn
appensc2 £z ihs ferf) 16, 1948, issue of the "Daily Worker,® . *,.
. cerning Joha Steinbeck's dook, "A Russian Journal® rolatlng
:- 7  to hls experiences while on a thrae week tour of the Soviet -
“Av  Union in the surmer of 1947, The writers of the rovieus
wannoanad ta douht fSteinhaalbta ahitttw 2a mantnaw 18Fa in
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and the August 21, 1948, hnuo of the YEew Leader® ocne
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3 {~* “~coviet Russie suthoritatively aince he was thers for sush
4 %, - & short period of times (10C-166188-Y) ° PATED
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In the reports cf the Spocial Commzittoes &n
Un-Americen Activities, Seventy-Righth Congress, Sesond
Seasion, Houss Report No. 1311 en e 101 1% iz pointed
out that "the Kational Maritime Union of America has toed
the Comuunist Perty line through all its ehanges in yeosnt _
years, The ships of the Ameriecen Merchant Marines are being -~ -
supplied with libreriss for the sokmen to read while et sse
and the National Maritime Unien's sduoational department 1
responsidle for the selaotion of the dooke, Joln Steindbeck's
'Grapes of Wrath' is naturally present, &8s it would ds in any
Communist?s seleetion,™ (57-407-L2L4) . G
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' ' The foregoing information is furnished to you &8s @ -
result of your request for &n FBI file chook only and 1s nmot
to be gconstrued as a olesrance or & nonclearacce of the indi.
vidual involved, This inforustion is fuwrnished for your use
and should not be disseminated outside of your agensy,.
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-7 20 o JOHN ERKST STEINBECK SEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIRD -
' MECEPT WHERE SHOWN
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¥ . (4 -G ’\ y’* ‘6‘ W’A‘&C{i’ Erﬁ\‘se, 1057

oated by
this Burecu, howvever, the files of #ris Surecu conicin $he
SJollowing tnformation:?

Stetndeck wcs dorn ot Saolinss, Caltlfornia,

Pedruary 27, 1902, He graducted from Salinae High School In
1918 end wce o student at Stanford Untversity for five years
but did not graducte, Fe married Carol Henning in 1930 and

wce divorced from her in March, 1943. He married Guyn Conger (
on March 29, 1942, and Flotne Scott on December 28, 1950.

Fe has been the aut’or of @ number of books and was awvcrded
the Pulitzer prize in 1540. 4mong the books for which Re is
most noted ore "Tortilla Flat,"” 1935; "0f Kice ond Ken,” 1937
Mgropes of Proth,” 19393 "The Woon Is Down,™ 1542; "Cannery
Row, " 1945; "The Foyward Bus,” 1947; and "A Russicn Journal,"
1945. He wce also emnloyed a8 G war correspenceni and as &
writer for the "kew Yerk Lercld-Tribune” during 1943, 1944, 1947 /

and 1948- (100-106224-7) | p—
4 Special Conmittee on Un-Americon Activities of the

L & & -

United States House ¢f Representatives, 75th Congress, pudblished

a report in 1539 ecaptioned "Investigction o{ UneArerican
Propagonda Activities tn the United States. On Page 1986 under
the heading of Festern Writers Congress, information was set out
that during the Foll of 1936 a group of libercl and communistic
writers issued @ call for @ conference to be held in Son rranciacé,
Calt fornta, on November 13, 1936, which conference continued

throughout the following doy. This report indicated that ene of
eh- SnARMBATE ef +hia gegnraan wiia John Stg‘ﬂbgckg -

2 -}J’Ul.'vl- P'E v o = === ™ o
4 confidenticl {nfornont vho has furntshed reliable

tnformction tn the past advised in 19480 that John Steinbeck was

one of the writers who atiended the Festern Friters Congress in

1936, (I'ormer ba-!l:nd
' ' 2

7Py
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JOHBN ERBST STEINRECK

The Western Fritera Congress was described as o
comnunist front dy she Special Committee on Un-American Activities
in $ts report dated March 29, 1544.

A4 conficential informant who Ras furriished relfacbdle
inforrction In the post odvised in 1974 that Sam Darcy wcs IR
Russta tn 1937 and that Dorcy had corresponded with Ella ¥inter.
The informant stcted thet o letter from Darcy inm Hurch, 19?7&
tndiccted he was pleased t0 hecr about”Steinbeck’s mew bdook,

The tnlormant stated Darcy commented that Steindbeck could write
and with the educction "I am told you and our friends have been
giving hin, hc eught to nate the gradc better than ke 418 in Mhis

ML . L e B m—am mAd Il Al mmen Y £ m Povsn o dd awm

'Grly Dﬂo‘. ine lﬂfﬂrlﬂu" rurn i.ﬂvcu RV uuu&ibvnu; PRI VR
to identtfy the Steimbeck mentioned and tt 16 not knoom $f this
perezon is identical with the subject of your fmquiry. LJ
(righly confidgrt1al source; 100-18610-56 - 2

imes-Herald,” a dailyp newepapéL piblighed in
Fashinston, D, Co., on Way 9 1953, contained an article reflecting
that Herbert A, Phildrick befbrc 6 United Stctes Sencte
Investigqation Conmittee had mnamed £1]1a Finter, the Australicn
dorn wife of Donald Ogden Cterart, a& one of twenty-threc nen

FR= J5 2F 'y

end women comrunists in ﬁﬁiiﬁéhusetii. Additional information

concerning El1la Finter "Jtewart wos f ed to you on June 4, ®
1952, in the report of Special Agent which bl
wos daoted February 18, 1952. (100-18610-4 & 222

A confidential fnfarmant who has furnished reliable
tnformation tn the past advissd in 1541 that Saruel Adams Darcy
had stated in 1541 that he kRad troveled abrocd fn 1935 as he Aad
been elected by the Communist Party in the Un.ted States cs @
represeniative to the Congrese of the Comnunisi Internctional
held tn Foscow, Russia, Jnformant asdvised that Darcy had clso

eturned to Un c approximnately Noy, 1937,
San Francisco,i
ee on Un-Armer cf the United’

States House of Repreacntatives, 83rd Congress, in a report
captioned "Investigation of Communist Activities In the Los Angeles
lrea - Part 8" contains a stcterent of Roland ¥Filltam Kibbee,
vhich he furnished to o stcff member of the Conmittee on June 2,

1953. On Fage 2329 and 2330 of the above-described report appears
fnfornation which Xibbee furnished in answer to the question,
"Fhat caused your digillusionrent with the Conmunist FParty”"
Iidbee stated "I can remembder in ny own case 1t even was involved

more or lecs with the theory of the Conmuniet Party end met outl~-
side workinn $n orgonizotions. « « Several of the contrcdictions
that arose troubled me o great dedl. «

#California; 61-6593-209)

L EIPESTIAL
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JOHN ERBST STEINBECK

*I rexenbder Jokn Steindeck whe wrote, I thought, 8
most effective novel sbout the agriculturcl workers (n the
San Jeaquin Valley, or, toke 8¢t o step further, thai the man did
more for them than onyone elss. 4 motien picture wos made of
the very sorry situation that existed there, I recall that
John Steinbeck was ot odde with the Cormunist Party. I con't
soy juet hore It wos @ guestion of hearing them attacked iato
work deplored and too bcd he doesn’t sce the light, and so forth,
and these things troubled me o grect decl. « .7 In this state-
nent Xibbee adzitted meanderskip in the Communizt Farty for
approrimnctely two pears beginniag ta epproximsoiely 1937,
(61-7562-1975)

4 panphlet entitled "Their Blood Is Strong” by John
Steinbeck waos published In April, 1938, by the Eimon Jo. Ludin
Soctety ef California, Incorporated. The Simon J. Lubin Society
was "deeply apprecictive of the cooperction received from the
fan Francisco mewe, who In October of 1926 published the seven
chanters that form the bulk of this poxphlet; and expecially
orateful to Jehn Steinbeck for his permission to use this

material.” (61-7559-2-999)

The (olifornia Comrmitiee on Un-American Activities
tn fte report published tn 1942 deescribed the Simon J. Lubin
Society, Incorporated, ae o comnrunigt front for California
&grcrion penetration, which wcs orgenized in the Fall of 1936
by Untt 206 of the Frefessional Section of the Comruniat Farty.

(California Committee 1582 report - pg 86

On Page 14E of the eame Calffornia Committee report
apoecrs tnformation furnished by Kenc V. Vole., Fole cdvised that
the Southvest Unit of the Federcl Theaters, which wce composed of
communiste, had correzponded with the Simon J, Lubin Society in
San Francisco, California, to obigin resecaorch moierial which thai
orcaniz-tion Aad turmed over to Jokn Steinbeck for hie book (then
nnnaned) "Grapes of ¥raoth” and which Steinbeck had returned.

She advised that when the naterial arrived ehe had eranined 1t
earefully and found motes in handuriting signed by Johr Steinbeck,
?htch cppecred to be field rotegs on migrato workera,

California Committee Report, 1943, pg. 148 )

A panphlet captioned "Eriters Take Sides™ was pubdliched
by the League of American Writers, 301 4th Avenue, kew York,
iew Tork, im ¥ay, 1935, and vaoe described a6 being letiers abost
the wor in Spain from <18 American guthors. On Page 56 of this
ganphlet appeared a letter from John Steinbeck, the author of

Of kice and Ken" and "Tortille Flst." (5)-7561-2-57)

The "Daily Worker,” an ecst coast comnunist newenaper,

. om April 25, 1939, contcined an éréicle ccptioned “ioted Friters

P — we ma O - -
4ELFPEr uUryny .uppvri ) %f‘iﬂ FOUUIWGL Al PO TV G

Back Pight for Art Projects.” The article reflected that 38

" proninent writers, tncluding John Steinbeck, hod mode public @

Y. .a_ I P edoemnt Awda T wmandan A memd dumdimntad
‘ -
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JOIE ERKST STEINBECK

5 ‘ shat the tadfviducls were acting on sheir behalf as well G2 o
o dehals ef the League of American Friters. (61-7551-183 X 10)

: The "Daily Yorker” of September 7, 1939, contafned an

! article eaptioned *U.5. Friters League Ends Summer Ssssion ia

| Southy The drticle reflected that @ two-week session for studens

| writers, which was Aeld msader the acuepices o) the League of

American Friters had juet concluded. The article dcscribed the

. Leasue of 4dmerican ¥Friters as o culturcl mompartisan srgonization
ﬁ;:; and tndicated that ene of the vice presidents of the ergcnization
~ ] wce John Steinbeck.

The Lecgue of American Friters has besn designcied by
the Attorney General of the United States pursuanti to Erecutive

Order 10450, (61-7559-6678X2)

3 : The records of the Department of State, State of

ST e Kev York, in 1941 reflected o certificate of tncorporation was

Y Siled in 1935 for the League of American ¥Friters, Iacorporated.
T 4<John Steinbeck, Route 1, Bor 95D, Los Angeles, Celifornia, was one

of the directors who was appointed to act until the firat annval

SRR meeting 0f the €orporation. (100-7322-8)

The "Los Anqgeles Times,™ 6 daily newzncper published
tn Los Anceles, Caltfornio, on Janucry 23, 1941, contcined an
article whick reflected that John Steinbeck of Loa Gratos,
Californic, wces one of the Colifornia directors of the Lecgue of
American Sriters, which organizction was dedicated to the advance-
ment of peace and democracy a8 asgainsi foscism and reacction, rd
(100-7322-16)

The report of the hearings before a Subcomnittee of the
Committee on Foreign Relationa of the United States Senate, Elst
Congress, on Fage 1504 contained information attributed ¢o "The
Kew Yorx Timss" of January 81, 1939, The materia] wce an spen
letter to the Government and people of the United Stotes which
urged thot the embaorge soainst the Spanish Repubdlic be 1ifted.
John Steinbeck appeared as one of the persons mrging that the
Spaniehr enbargo de lifted. The article ended with G coupon which
urged that all $ndividuale fill out the coupon end forward i%
to the Fashington Committee to Lift Spantish Exbarge, Boom 100,
1410 ¥ Sireet, korthweest, ¥ishington, D. C. (121-23278-267X12)

The Fashingtion Committee to Lift Spantshk Embarge pas gited
as a comnunist front in the 1945 report of the Califoraic
Couritice on Un~-Americon Activities.

- J‘( I . S
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JORK EREST STEIRPECK

|
! In 1950 a confidential informant who hos furnished
reliable $nformction in the past and who wae an adnitted nemder
of the Communist Party until 1545 odvised thot Corey Vc¥illiams
wos the author ef the book "Factorfes in the Field™ published In
1939, which book waa the foundation of John Steinbeck's book
captioned "Gropes of Frath.” The inforaont adviesed that when
this book wae pudlished he hod received iInformction from t
Cornnunfet Farty leaders thot ¥cFilliams was under com=untist
N discipline. The informant stcted that this inforaction Aad &
7L' nreat decl to do with the way the book wce Aandled c2 well as
Steinbeck's book, because Nc¥illians at that time wos suppesedly
making o communist of Steindecke (Louis Budenz, concealed 400;

100-998—7?

confidential informant who has furnished reliable
( informction in the poet advised in 1940 that the Comrittes to
i

: Aid Aoriculturcl FWorkers wocas erganized under the leadcrship eof

. John Steinbeck, the cuthor of "Gropes of Frothy and that
Steinbeck wcs chairman of the Comrittee., The informont stated
thct the Committee Aad the suznort of mony prominent people in
Californio ond that in the informant's opinion, they were all

) people who had beem active in behalf of comrunist united froant

" ergenixations. (NN 100-3-23-1)

r____________ __ _J
A confidenticl] informcnt who has furnished relichle
fnrormation in the past advised {n 1542 that the name of John
Steinbecx, Route 1, Eox 95U, Les Groties, Californic, oappeared in

the active indices of the Y¥otional Federctioa for Constitutienal

L';\ Lidartics. (ANERENR 100-1170-49)

qu t 4 representative of another Governzent agency advised in
- 1944 that various pieces of literature publisked in Ruseis,
including datly newgpapers from Voscow, Russia, had arrived tn the
| United States during 1942 and part of 1943. The tnfornant advised
 that some 0f this moteriol ros addressed to John Steinbeck in care
! of Elizabeth R, Otis, 18 Fast 41st Strect, New Jork, New York.

| w8 NWTe RE_I80A_0M0 )
. 9] ViV d g U= LU o UUU/ o~
L/ q Ifnitcd Statcs Office of Censorsxip advised by
letier dcted July 4, 1944, that Jonn Steinbeck, 16 East 4ist
}[‘ Street, New York City, had received the February 12, year not
U gqiven, tesue of the "Xoscow News,” @ newvspaper published in
Fuscia, (65-49005-81)

The report-of the Special Comnittee on Un-American
Activities of the United Sftates House of Representctives,
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JOBN ERNST STEINBECK

published on Narch 29, 1944, and captioaed "Ianvestigation ef
Un-American Propoganda Activities tn the Urited States™ on
Page 101 contoined the following: "The Notional Moritime Union
of America, « « « Aas toed the Comnuntst FPoriy lime through all
{ts ohanges tn recent years. (57-407-424)

“rhese shive of the American Nerchant Narime ars befag
sup-lfed with lidrcries for the ssamen $o0 recd while Gt 888 « o o
John Steinbeck’s "Orapes of Wraoth” (s maturcally present, as 14
would be in any Communisis’ selection. + %




ot ~('- ST IDINTIAL" PR

JOSN ERRST ETEINBECK

—

! ential tnformant who shed relicble
informaiion tn the post aduteed in Nay, 1945, thot the American
Touth for Benocracv in a 2iet coptioned "Recormended Reading
List for 4.7.D." contained the book entitled "The ¥oon is Doon™
dy John Steinback. 782 Broad Street, Newark, N.J.; 61-777~
3 60) The American nél Jer Damocr acy Aas been Qgggaggggd
by the Aitorney Gcneral of the United States & pursucst to
Executive Order 10450,

¢ A confidentiacl informant who has furnished reliable

" imformation in the post advised In 1945 that letters had been
prepared to be sent to John Steindeck, anong ethers, requestiag
thct he prepare a testimonicl 40 the vcliant Sponish exile2 and
the work of the Joint Anti-Fasciet Refugee Comnitiee. The letter

renueztied a0 75-word stotement be nrpnnrpd to be made a part of &

Ieafzet and with an attacched photograph it wos hoped that such
staterents would enliet the wideat possible mass support for the

earpoign. (Eighly confidential sou ce; 100-7061-923)

The Joint Jnit=Fascist Refugee Committce has been
desinnated by the Atiorney Genercl of the United States pursucnt -
to Executive Crder 10450,

: 4 eonfidential tnformant who hae furnished rn?seb'-

information tn the past advised {m April, 1946, that the National
Council of American=Soviet Friendship was planning to give o

- recenption on May S, 1946, tn New York City in honor of three

. vieiting Soviet Itterary Jigures. The informent advised that one

. of the persons indicated to receive nvitation to the recepiion
. was John Steinbeck, the movelicst. 100-146964-796)
ba,Bid

The Kational Council of Anerican-Soviet Triendehip has

nated ln.r ths ‘-anrn-y f".-.n-rr:‘l AP the Intiad .('-&n#.-

ot
L~} AP W W i P W

;t io Erecutiue Order 10450,

, "The Nex York Times™ on February 21, 1946, contained an
~article reflectinc the formation of o cooperctive publishing con-
cern under the mame of the Adssociated Nagozine Contridutors,



o oa R —

| contributora, which tmcluded the mame of Joha Eteinbeok.
{ {123-11674-13%) ,
Yhe 1948 report of the Californic Commitise on
Dn-American Actiuitiss raflected that in addition te¢ completely
cenrmunist-conirolled and dominoted pudlications there wce also
g long list of Trade Unien, racicl, minority, ltberal and speciol
tnterests publicctions fnto which comnuntste had infiltrated.
The report reflecied that the communiet influence wce estahlished
through esuch news scrvices as ithe Associaied Wogarine Contributors,
Incorporated,and ethers. (3100-15252-39 - pg 39) )

e

Tl

Lo P’ 'y ' Datly Yorker,” an ecet coast
——d ' communist mewspaper, published an article captioned "Found Seviets
' Eaner for Feace, Capc, Steinbeck Tell Tridb Forum.” This article
, findiccted that Capa read & joint report c by’ himself and John
- . Stetnbeck at the Ferald Tribune Forum. This report purportedly
! sgtsted that the Ruasian peodple were deetroyed and hurti rnuch more
- than any others that they, Copsc end Steinbeck, had seen during their
' many pears on the battle fields. The report further indicated
© thot the Russion mosses would sirongly approve the halt of the

Yuvicious and tnazane gores” of recrimination detween Rusezisc and
the D2, It wosg indicated that the Russians were particulorly

wire VT Bi-@ At -4 - 5 = = et oa

‘ gnterected In hearing obout "the persecution ef liderals™ in
- Americas (100-106224)

The "Daily Worker” on April 16, 1948, contained a book
; review of John Steindack’s "2 Russian Journcl,” which woe

- j\ . described as being a book contatning photographs by Kodert Capa,

: ' which hod been published by the Y!king I'resa in New York, Aew Iork.

The article reflected "John Steinbeck’s warm sympathy for people,

e evidenced In his ’4 Rusetan Journal,' (published today) is the
one positive feature of an account of ¢ visit to the Soviet Union

. phich 1e otherwise overrun with frivolous previnciacliem and g coy

- dieinclination to fcce political reclities. o «
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JOBY EREST STEINBECK

Uract t2 ene $o say of & writer to whom the diatinctive
ehoracteristic of Aneriean capitaliat society ts $hat it provides
¢ government of 'checks and dalances’”? -Or of the mativete which
hae it that "our goverarent is desioned t0 keep srpyone from
getting too much pover or, Raving got it., from keeping £t'F 4ad,

we aoreed, ! Steinbeck writes solemnly, "that this mokes our
country function more slowly, dut that (t certcinly makeor it

function more surelp...’

"One could go en quoting Steinbeck, dut what fer?
A Ruszion Journal 13 much more enlighteaning about the kiad of
culture which dcvel:pa such intellectual Sad Sackery thon about
the Soviet Urion...

The "New Lecder,™ & weekly mogazine, on Adugust 21y
1945, eontained an article captioned "Stefrdeck Sans Frath,
wvhich was ¢ book review of "4 Buszian Journcl) wshich wcs nritien
by ELteinbeck and contcined picturesd by Robert Copa. The article
reflected that "ir, Steinbeck has joined the fraternity of vodko
visttors. For three rweeks he toured the Soviet Uniton under the

| subtle gutdonce of VOXS, the governnent agency for ‘cultursl

"' 1fateon,'ess™ The article reflected he had ottended tre

Pcelebration of the 8J0th anniversary of Moscow with Louts

' Argnon, the French Staliniet writer™ and had visited the country

hore of "such Soviet millionaires cs Alexrander Korneichuk = and
concludes that the Russianes have plenty to eat; he even stctcs

© thot the quality of Russicm clothing tmproved during the few

veeks he epent in RussiGeee”

The article further reflected "most stcrtling, perhaps,
3 Steinbeck'’s oun attttude towcrd the Soviet Union. His book
f2 full of what Koestler would call false equstions. Fhen Caopa
ts sto~ped from taking ptctures at ¢ lend-leascd tractor plant
in Stalingrad, Steindbeck reminde us that foreigners may not
photograph Ook Ridge either. In hAis mind 'Noscowitis’ and
‘rashinotonitis’ eancel each other out. WFhen he cdntits that the
collective farm he wos shoon put on a big show for him, he insists
that 'any Xaneas former'! would do the scme for Ais guests...

FSteinbeck used to de known os o mon with a #irong
esocial conzcience, The Urapes of Frath'and Mortille Flct'were full
of righteous morcl indignotion about social and economic tnjustice.
In'The Noon is Dorm’'Steinbeck made @ heated §f eomevhat pedestrian

- 0 -
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attack en total{tarica aggression and conquest. TAose mere ths
days when Steinbeck could be couated upon to stand up ond wield
iz pen in behalf of democracy and freedom. FKvea today hod Re
gone to Spain or Chinc, he would surely not Acve come back te
write a dook fn order to demonstrate that the 'Chimeae people
want good Ifves and eomfort’' or that 'the Spanfards like peace.,' ™
4 confidential tnformant who has furnished reliable
information tn the past advised in 1948 $hat the firm of Forld
Yideo, Incorporated, wos chartered tn New York Stcte on
Decenber 18, 1947, and that the firm prepdred televisioen programs,
The officers of the firm tnclude John Steindeck as wice presideat
énd Robert g;gg os gssistant vice president. L)
r-1 -

I The "Sew York Herald-Tribune™ of Nay 18, 1948, con-
toined ar article captioned "VWo~en's Rally in Rome Hecrs Russia
Praised.” The article, which was datelined Rome, Vay 17, .
reflected thot the meeting wcs that of the Democratic Fonen's

. International Federation, whosze aim was to fight "American,

2ritish and French imperinliasts ond wcrmonzers.® The article
reflected that the chief Anerican delegcte, ¥rs, Nuriel Droper,
chairman of the woxen's section of the Ansricon KNational
Conmittee for American-Sovici Friendahip mentioned several per-
sone converted to "the eamp of war and anti-Sovietian,” which
included Jokn Steindeck,

The"Los Angeles Eroxiner,” a daily newvsparer pubdblished
tn Los Angelese, California, on June 11, 194£, contained an
article reflecting that Ring Lardner, Jr., had signed o contract
with Jokn Steinbeck and others to write a film version of

" Steinbeck's story "Postures of Heaven.” The article reflected

this was the firast Hollywood employment given "any of the
tun-friendly ten' since their ref.scl to cnswer the Comrunist

question in Fashington Jeet folls”™  (100-295885-11)
The "Daily ¥orker"” on April 1, 1955, contained on

i
~article coptioned "John Steinbeck Takes a Look ot Natusor and
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JOHKN EREST STEINBECK

'Death of a Racket.' ® The sriicle was a review of on article
by Steinbeck which appecred tn the 4pril P2, 1955, fssue of
"Soturday Review.” The article reflected $hat Steisbeck’s

. article captioned "Decth ef 6 Racket” was based on the Dook

. ®Fglse Vitness™ writien by Harvey Motusow. Steinback’s article

, reportedly stcted:? .

®"The Matusow testimony to anyone who will listen ploces
@ bouquet of forget-me-nots on the grave of NeCarthy. The
ridiculousness of the whole series of investigotiions now becomes
| apperent, even $0 what a friend of mine used to call peanut-
| munchers. Matusow will Aave @ much greater effect than he knows.
1 Yhat follows cannot be worse and may be better. It will aurely

be funny.”

: The "Datly Worker"” article conttaues, "It ta tmpossidle
i not to de moved by this kind of stctenent of an angered scorn
;;; vhich, tf the record is to be kept siraight, ttself participated

in, and helped to create, that very climste, those sare 'winds
¢f the time! a8 Steindbeck pute $t, 'when certsin besic monsense
wae glloved to pass unnoticed.’ For Steinbeck was token in tow
E 3 by the Cold War leadership to such an extent thai he did mot
N scrunle even to lend the authority of his literary achievenent to
- State Department droadccstes in foacist Spain, Italy, Vienna, etc."”
' The article continued "Steinbeck’s contempt for the
'certain basic nonsense’ which wae believed under the influence
of the Cold War hysteria does not lead him to0 a rejection of the
. Big Lte about the working~class Comnunist Farty. He 2till says
' that the Communists approve eof 'theclimate of disunity aond sus-
' ptcion which Aas Raunted us for the last few pyears,' and that
Conruniete 'would much rather keep the fnvestigctions gotng with
_ their harvest of fecr and disruption.’ . « « It suffices thot
| John Steinbeck hcs expressed sentiments which @ literary artist
"with o sense of responzibility for Alts mation cannot long silence
- without crushing his talent. o o™  (3100-374988-1)

For addittonal tnformation concerninpg Steinbeck you
may desire to contact the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence,
of the United States Armny and the Department of Stcie.

The abdove information 18 furnished $0 you as a result
of your request for @& name check and should mot be conatrued cs a
clearance or nonclearcnce of captioned tndividual. The irnformation
is furniszhed for your use ond should mot be disseminated outeide
of your agency. ;
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NOTE:

Steinbeck never investigated by Buresu. Steinbeck
sent letter to Attorney General Biddle in 1942 which contcined
"Do you suppose you could ask Edgar's boys to stop stepping on
my heels? They think I'm an enemy alien. Its jetting tiresome."”
The AGC was advised on 5/21/82 that Steinbeck was not being and

" had never been inveetigated.

The Attorney General's office telephonically requested
the Bureau's file on Steinbeck on 10/27/42 and was advised only

information available wos two parphlets. G-2 investigated
Steinbeck in 1943 and it was recomnended Steinbeck not be given

Army Commission. (100-106224) @(UJ Pev ﬂruj Letier diy
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Stemheck’s Llst

l' l'U\’l‘JB l‘ Ullllllg
“ By GEORGE E. SOKOLSKY. . =% .- 5

TEINBECK, who writes novels and thinza,
J"compﬂea a list of those who could not enter the
~ United States under its present laws. He says that it is
not & Joke and, of course, as it {5 published in the erp-
dite “Saturday Review,” it cannot possibly bea joke, but
it does seem to be a futile occupation for 80 noble &
" mind. After all, every country determines who 15 to be
admitied to it, just as every weli-ordered household

decides what kind of persons !t want.s t-o lnvit.e to
‘dinner,

1 shall tike the ﬁrst five names on Bte!nbeck‘s list
“as an example of his thinking and because the entire
list would add nothing to the reader’s knowledge, ex-
cept perhaps to wonder at Steinbeck’s loglc .

- . . @
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“NAME CHARGE . ‘ T 'f et e
. ADAM Morals - =~ - ';' T
N CATM . Murdsr LTy
NOAH ‘ Alcoholism cruelty to l.nimﬂs
SAUL Assault with intent to klll
DAVID Revolution” - “
01 course, John Steinbeck has & perfect to

understand the book of Genesis, in the Bible, as hl
chooses, in whatever language he has learned to read .
it. Bowever, if he accepts the theorles of the Hebrews on -
the subject of Adam, -that progenitor of the humn.n
. race bears no moral stigma, except the Fall which muh
us humans instead of angels, seraphim and other dis- 5
embodied spirits. Bo, Steinbeck’s trouble is not that
he does not understand a Semitic folk-tale, but Iﬁl!
mysﬁcal meaning is beyond mm altogether, - .

' As for Cain, naturally we should keep him out, A
man who kills his brother is undesirable In any soclety.
Would Steinbeck have him admitted? Would he bulld
an arch of trlumph for him? I saw a preview of Leo
McCarey’s picture, “An Affair to Remember,® and I
could not help thinking that these are perfectly norms},

'I-unn"'hu human hain nathins dh-#-n nl\nnf a ana ol
SEAVEAY BILLLMIEREL Hblllbﬂ'_llvllllllls vy = VI Wa |

them. Does John Bteinbeck object to such a picture? | }
Must we welcome murderers to our compa.ny to plem
Stembeck?

.)‘ -\

Tcaches Respect for Parents

His next objectionable character is Noa.h. who buﬂt
‘the Ark. The story of Noah is particularly significant
in Hebrew Iolklore because it teaches respect for par-
“ents, Noah liked his wine and he Iay aslesp, uncovered
nnd lmnrnnarlv exposed. Shem coversd the shame of
th fa.ther with respectful delicacy. Perhapa Bteinboct
dogs not, tn this age of sophisticated ignormee.

stssp
the beauty of thig tale, or even know of i, K el
63 Jl]h {g?':/
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"N. Y. Times

Wash. Post and
Times Herald
Wash. News
Wash, Star
N. Y. Hergld
Tribune
N. Y. Journul-_i.._’
American
N. Y. Mirror
N. Y. Daily News

Daily Worker
The Worker
New Leader

Date _ MUNI Q08



" 8o we come to Baul, having skipped Jxer_many
Biblieet—cirsracters that Steinbeck might have used

1t he knew of them, for Instance; Lot and his wife, and
~all the progenitors of the Semitic peoples who were

polygamists and each had several wives which was not
prohibited by local law or custom. Saul was s king at a
time when kings ruled autocratically and when a king
had power of lfe and death over his subjects. The
Hebrews, however, had a control over the kings, namely

. that there were prophets, holy men who were regarded

by the people as being the voice of Ged. Saul was
bawled out by a prophet when his conduct became
too oppressive. Atter all, if we admitted King Saud, a
descendant of Ishmael, probably way back an Edomite,
and housed him in Blair House as & guest of the natlon,
we would surely have admitied Baul. The precedents
are against Steinbeck. Also we admitted Haile Selassie

: of Ethiopia, 8 descendant of David by way o! Solo n

ad the Queen of Sheba, T

No, he objects to David aS & revolutlonjst W h
vid was not at all because he was obeying the

of God, which cannot be said of Lenin of Trotsky who
denled God. David killed Goliath and saved his peopls
which was a very proper thing to do then as now.
Thereupon David and the King's son, Jonathan, be-
came pals. But it was the Lord's intent that David
should rule and it is 50 clearly stated. And one reason
was that David was a very holy man who wrote many

" psalms, some of which have come down to us to this

day and which are read at alI Jewish a.nd Chrlstim

. religious services. : - .

It is perfectly clear tha.t of John Stelnbeck‘s ﬂrxti

 five, four could have come into the United States and

would have been received either by President Elsen=-
hower or John Foster Dulles, The fifth, whe killed hll
brother, Stelnbeck can keep for hlmselt.

‘m; 1957, King Iuhm l:m t-. . .. :_ 5_‘- RS R

S : —
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JOHN TEINBECK. whu
\n’ites novels and things, has
‘eompiled a list of those who
'‘vould not enter the United
States under
its present
laws, He says ?
that it is mot *
a joke and of ;
course, as it is -
pubhshed in -

rannot possi-
gly be & joke, R
ul s
tetm o be s Sokolsky
futile occupation for 36 noble
-2 mind. After all, every coun-
try determines who is to be
admitted to it, just as every
wellordered household de-
‘cides what kind eof persons
it wants to invite to dinner. -
1 shail take the f{irst five
‘names on Steinbeck's list as
‘an_example of his thinking
‘and because the entire’ list

would add nothing to the’

Teader's knowledge, except

maps to wonder at Stein-

. 's logie:.
“Name Charge - -
Adam  poTas |

j ~ Cain  Murder .

'  Noah  Alcoholism, cruel-

) = ty to animals
Baul , Assault with in.

’ tent to kill
- David Revolution™

! Of course, John Stelnbeck

hag a perfect right to under-
stand the book of Genesls,
in the Bible, as he chooses.
fnn whatever language he has
learned to read it. However,
it he accepts the theories of
the Hebrews on the subject
of Adam, that progenitor of
the human race bears mno
wmorsl stigma, except the fall
whEh made us humans in-
ste angels, seraphim and
Bis. s c s Lo e

I 2 ¢
03 JUN131957

_characters  that

other di:embodied lpirﬁ.l. So, an Edomlﬁe cnd houned bhn
Steinbeck’s trouble ‘i pot’ in Blair House as a guest o
that he does not understand the Nation, we would lurely,
8 Semitic folktale, but its have admitted Saul. - ]

mystical meminz h beyond _ ROW, he aqucts to va}d
him alt.ogether : as . a revolutionist, which

AS FOR CAIN mturally David was not at all because
we should keep him out. AN he was obeying the will of.
man whn Hlla hi- hrothar is God, which cannot be sald of

undesirable in any society. \Rﬂiﬂ or Trotsky, who denled.

Would Steinbeck have him 2
admitted? Would he buiid an,, It Is pertecuy elear that of
arch of triumph for him? John Steinbeck's first five,
His pext objectiqnable char- J four could have come into the
acter is Noah, who buﬂt the United States and would have;
Ark. The story of Noah been received either by Presi-
. particularly significant.in He» dent Eisenhower or John Fos-.
brew folklore because. it]}ter Dufles. The fifth ' w
teaches respect for parents]|Killed his brother, §
Noah liked his wine and he | can keep for :

1ay asleep, uncovered and im: :mmgx 1937, nu mm
properly exposed. Shem cev-', - dicats.

..... - - PR Y

ered the shame of his flther b
with respectful delicacy. Per-
haps Steinbeck does not, in
this age of sophisticated ig-] -. - --
norance, grasp the beauty of
this tale, or even know of it
So we come to Saul, ham
skipped over many BIib
Steinbeck
might have nsed if he knew
of them for instance, Lot and
"‘c wife, and all the progeni-

,_f
[§ )L 5 I'\Wl-ll et

Helloman

/

tors of the Semitic peoples
whe were polygamists and
each had several wives which
was not prohibited by local
law or custom. Saul was a kin;
at a time when kings rul

sutocratically and when l
king had power of life and
death over his subjects. The
Hebrews, however, had a con-
trol over the kinzt. namely
that there were prophets,
holy men who were regarded
by the people as being the
volce of God. Saul was bawled
cut by a prophet when his
conduct becams too oppres-
sive. After it wa s

King Saud,
Ishmael, probably

NGT RECORDED
A JUN 12 957\‘

T -

dmitted
descendant of
Ry~bek.
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Wash. Post and .ﬁ.ﬁ_
Times Herald -
Wash. News
Wash, Stor _
N. Y. Herald
Tribune
N. Y. Journal-
American
N. Y. Mirror
N. Y Dally News
N. Y. Times
Daily Worker
The Worker
New Leader
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Q | AL 1KPCRAALION Qmw} | e
' mwum'xr-nssc:gm " DEC 2 195C

EICEPT WHARE SHOWK ' MAME CHECK
ONDRwISE | o ,

somx 5. srEmmex O Lo ABRZIL Y
P Born: Pobruary 27, 1902
: l : _S_GHnll. Clmom“""": _7._ -

" You are referred to our meaorandum dated . . ...
March __1. 1954, emcerning the captioned individaale © . *.°

The April 1, 1955, issue pf the "Dally ' -. .
Worker® snd the April 7, 1955 issue of the "Pecplels .-
World” earried srticles rohu.nf to a raviey by Jom " .
gSteinbeck of Matusow's "False Witness” which ariginally
appeered in tho April 2 fssue of the sgaturday Review .-~ -
of Literature.” In the article captioned *Death of & ¥ -
Racket,” Steinbeck speaks with “harsh contenmpt™ of the _
"ainti-Cosmnist HEired Infermer.”(100-375988-A Dally Worker y/1/55;

The "Deily Worker" was sn east cocest communist ’
newspaper vhich suspended publication on Janusry 13, 1958,
The "paily Peoplef?s Warld" las been cited by ths Spcial
Comnittee on Un-Arerican Activities, House Report 1311, dated
Mareh 29, 194} as %Whe official organ of the Communist = ﬂ
Party on ths west comst,® S e STt Y,

. %he foregoing information is furnished to -~
you as a result of your requsst for an FBI file check snd
3s pot to be construed as & clearancs or 8 nonclearsnce
of the $ndividual involved., This information is loaned
for your use and 1s not to de disseninsted outaide of
your sgensy. ; .

orig and e to US |
Req rectd: 11{}8/%%

B: V. Gronq;}s ckbd]/ y» : ; R o

P
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; o v - q : M:. Tolson
< : Mr. Belmont =
; ' ™ Mr. Mohr
y _— Mr. Callahan
Lo Mr. Conrad
t 3 ﬂxmwﬁ“ w& -"- Mr. Del
T SEREIN 15 UNCIA, : Mr. Evan
~3 / m:mﬂsﬁ Mr. Malone
= .\\ ~ OTETISE ¢ w Jf . Roeen
9 = . Sulliv
\ 4 September 13, 1961 . Mr Tavel
: M. Trotter
/ | Tele. Room
’ﬂ‘? Mr, Ingram
Mr. DeLoach: J Miss Gandy
o : A
- RE: MENTIONOF FEIINTHEBOQK. - |cB=o=r i)
T ".-: "THE WINTER OF OUR DISCONTENT" ke
L BY JOHN STEINBECK
bt _ The above book, a recent Literary Guild selection, is a novel /. .-"

1aid in the fictitious town of New Baytown, New York, and concerns the

problems of a young grocery store clerk whose family had at one time been _f/.%
among the leaders of the community. The book is written in the first-person

as though being told by the "hero."™ At the beginning of the book he describes
various persons of the town Including one Stonewall Jackson Smith, the Chief

of Police, whom he characterizes as being of above average intelligence for

the town and who "even took the ¥BI training at Washington, D. C.™

Later in the story, just a weekend before the local elections? " ¥
the Grand Jury indicts the city manager and other high officials for corruption,
etc. Immediatelv prior to the announcement of the indictments, Chief “Stoney"
Smith had made a trip to the State Capitol and in a subsequent conversation
between the Chief and the grocer clerk, in which the Chief is clearly suffering
from a guilty conscience, it becomes evident that he has been excluded from
the indictments because bhe chose to "turn state's.evidence, " so to speak,
and furnish information against the other town officials. / fos / ) é,,, J}- //

0 REC- 38
OBSERVATION %o 108 s SEP 21 1961

While Steinbeck does not belabor the fact mmcmﬂ of- Pelice

is FBI trained, nevertheless a careful reader cannot fail to recall the reierence
in the initial introduction to the Chief when his behavior concerning the indict-

ments comes u L !

P uscsmg:f’_ Sure

By contrast, Steinbeck's reig ; eénces to a JUbQI.(.e Department
investigator who appears in the story inve i,lle al entry into the

-

_ 8
P United States of one of the townspeople are of the h est' liber. }@ z

RECOML NATTAN ) EA \WV lhd?pl f-ﬁ

A Sl VNS AV l 1 ri_l FAN Y |

@I/Z 1951 For inform.atio? | 0':‘ W,ﬂ 'ﬁ /%

ULG:kmd 1“" P ‘y . M. A. Jones . g v /-/Oé
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Steéinbeck 4n -Moscow —
Impressed by Progress —

By ART SHIELDS . .

e

is nuch concerned ;with . the
quesiicn of war or peace, said
John Steinbeck, in a t’]k with
Surai )umuahsu.
; The "author of _"Grlpes ~of
Wrath” is. making his first visit
to the USSR since the middle
1940's.- He - is ‘much fmpressed
vwith the changes he is seeing.
Steinbeck’s novels are - popu-
iar here. I find .them in all the
Iibraries of the factories, farms

and ships that I visit. .
He was eargerly gquestioned
" by*two writers for the EKom-

newspaper, as he was about to
begin a travel tour. -

¢+ Steinbeck was asked whether
the :present young .American
writers reminded him of his own
first steps in literature.

\Wﬂ)

- & »
".' - ¢@'\ .
A0
60 {s““b o

MOSCOW — America's youth

somolskaya - Pravda, “the youth -

A

. “I don't think s0,”
1 began to write sbme decades
«ago. T was much influenced by’

" the severe economic depression
%§n America At that time. I think .

1ﬂnt the youth now Is more con
Teerned with this lssue of war or
"'peace i
. He did not think however
that they see the way clearly .
.at this time, and be “thought
- the most pronounced feature of
~American -youths is the *con- .
1 cern” “.and *uneasiness” - they
- have been feeling thmugh the
"~ post-war years.
-1 think the wmain uuse.
“he continued “ix the absence of
=g ‘concrete goal. -Absemce of a
Ztiarget &0 _which they c¢an’ dedi
te their whole lives.”

»Bul Steinbeck Is glad that the
Sgouths are secking. They -are
- seeking something different from
thelr -present ‘environment,” he

4|m

e

he replied. .

'fand liked. - - °

saxd ‘and” thexr ‘seeking are be-

_ing expressed by many young
. wnters in America loday. -

Bteinbeck wants - his _{fellow
Amencan writers to be “for” not
merely *“against” something. He
.moted st one point that some.

: ~younz American writers give too

~much atiention 40~ denouncmg
everyth.ing in the past.. g2
- 'The corrspondems wanted to
rknow what Soviet writers were
. plied that Sholokhov, Ehrenburg
r,phed that Shokolov, Ehrenbourg
“and Simonov were best kmwn

Unfor(nnntely most other So— i
.+viet writers bave pot yet been
- published in ‘nmu'ica, he said.
+¥He has been working on a dew -

vel since summer.:- K will-be
long novel that will {ake v
wthertwoyears..ﬂnd ltwﬂl&a]

“"socjety, he stated.

“ o
~THE Mekﬂe ol S
Ocrosee 29, /763 y
S .3 ;._"f The W::hlnu:n F;:“ and
50 pof - 1° mington £

The Waahington Dally Hews
The Evening Star

New York Hergld Tribune
New York Journal-Ametlctnd

New York Mirror
New York Dally News
"§w York Post

e New York Tl __7__
The Worker _P.\s md ek
The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal

Ths National Observer
Feople's WOrld
Date 15 ‘Q

!/QQ*'/N__‘W e

NOT RECORDE®
141 NOV 8 1963

< e

,. * t;_"‘ "
15457




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85)

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, expiain this deletion.

E/Deleted under exemption{s} b) i b3 p C‘:EA with no segregable
¥

material available for release to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
[1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[} Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency{ies) for review and direct response to you,

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agencyfies).

FPage(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

(] For your information:

%he following number is to’be used for reference regarding these pages:
. o o o * P
[OO— {0 Y2 UYU—1] &+

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXX

§ DELETED PAGE(S) §

§ NO DUPLICATION FEE
XXXXXX X FORTHISPAGE X
AXXKKXK XXXXEXXAXXAXXAKXKXX
XXXXXX

FBI/DOJ

‘=
/k,t"q/ﬁ






f ! . (} (2, — -
& L (X
00 -jogRay_ g  omEmmes T T Ty )
.. P .  JoN mmrq‘\s‘mm Somwary o Q\U\&b
. Born!™ Pebm? 27, 1902 C{V - |
Salinas, California | L

information which may pertain to captioned individ |
S Enclosed i3 a copy of an article appearing on -
fagg five of the *Worker®" midweek edition dated October 29,
- 963, captioned "Steinbeck in Moscow Impressed by Progress.” -
g L{// The "Worker" is an East Coast communist publication.

Your attention is directed to the_folloving reports
and memoranda which have been sent to your agency;

Memorandum dated April 12, 1957, captioned 7
John Ernst Steinhgck' sent Aprll lg, 1957, J’WJ

iﬁﬁij ? 1.
o [ 2, Report dated August 24, 1959, by SAA
7+ B (/ mﬂt Ny York"captioncd ©

A review of PBI files reveals the folloﬂnﬂ o

arian -
. ork Division" sent August §l. 1959-.‘

Yl 3., Memorandum 26, 1960, ¢ icago, 111§
B . captioned Internal -
- Security-F{0" sent Jiune B, . SR

4, Repor 64, at Nei York,
' by SA captioned "Russky
| Golos shing Company, : .

, 65-34794-239, 10_5_-81:‘@-7_,' |

nois,

(100-106224-10

Enclostre 100-395?5-2765. A AaRN

Original & 1-CIA -~ - CD’M/L.

i Request Received-2-27-64
P JSPTbss
ﬁl!ﬂc’:umn! contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of

the FBI, and s loaned to your agency; it and its conlents are not to be distributed outside your
agency. Thiy is th anawer to your request for @ check of FBI flles.

L4
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Callahan

,. i gm;md
dra et & ' Gole
! To * Mr. Deloach DATE: 7-20-65 ::1:::«::1

Tave!

ale

Trotter
— j FROM M, A Filen 7 e
. 34 INPOROLATION CONTATIER Gonds
; ', SERETN 1S UNCLASS Y3, ¢7 prq rdfd,
SUBJECT: JOHN ERNST STEINBECK WXCEPT WHERE SHQWH a5y

OSSN ancLASSIF_;DBY
- R /-22-79 L .
O T )8,

In response to Mr. Tolson's request, the following data is being

set out as a result of a check of our files on captioned individual.
.._,/f /va’ LAEE u(uf s

Mr)&‘:iembeck was born at Salinas, California, on February 27,
- 1902. He was a student at Stanford University for five years but did not graduaie
" He married Carol Henning in 1930 and was divorced from her in March, 1943. He |
married Gwyn Conger on March 29, 1943 and Elaine Scott on December 28, 195q .
nt: ud..b ueen LllU d.l-lLIlUl. Ul. a uumw1 Ul. WULD a,.uu was awar ucu l..llt: .ruu.l.ar;x pl. 14
in 1940. He was also employed as a war correspondent and as a writer for the
"New York Herald Tribune' during 1943, 1944, 1947 and 1948,

Although he has never been investigated by the FBI, he wrote
Attorney General Biddle in May, 1942, as follows: '""Do you suppose you could
ask Edgar's boys to stop stepping on my heels? They think I am an enemy C.L\ i
E
-

It is getting tiresome. "

"n‘f

LN

determine suitability to hold commission in Army, but was recommended unfav L
ably. Carol Steinbeck (first wife, divorced 1943), registered as a Commum§t :
California in 1938 to see reaction it would cause, Steinbeck opposed hua,wﬂe s

Army Intelligence (G-2) investigated Steinbeck during 1343 to” g é
=
action, and he was registered as a Democrat. (‘gxk) Per an_j ;

p

sStewnpeck reporiedly associated with communists during early days
10°(_1041 to gpather mnfcnnnl 'Fn-r- 'hnnlre hut was not interested in
’ it WS .I-uil. 6 i d Ak

adva.ncing the cause of the Pa.rty Many of his writings, including "Grapes of
Wrath, " 1939, were about poverty-stricken migrant workers and portrayed the
sordid side of American life. Due to the nature of his writings they were translated
into foreign languages and widely distributed by enemies of the United States

(both Nazis and Soviets), as examples of life in the United States even though the
communists were reportedly at odds with him as they did not feel he adequately
portrayed American communists.or hfe m liussm e

C- o ;s ;] 2
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M. A. Jones to Deloach M"\

RE: JOHN ERNST STEINBECK

L I hnn | SV ménd tan a lHritad aviant arith vawiatiro Anranisakinns
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and publications that have been cited by the Department, the House Committee on
Un-American Activities or state legislative committees during the period 1936-1946.
Some of these organizations included the following: the Western Writers Congress
(1936); the League of American Writers (1939); the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties (1941) and the Simon T. Lubin Society, Inc. (1938). In
1938, he organized and served as chairman of the John Steinbeck Committee

to Aid Agricultural Workers which was widely supported by communists. Among
Communist Party members reportedly attempting to make a communist out of
Steinbeck (1937-1940) were Ella Winter, California Communist Party functionary,
\ and Carey McWilliams described by Budenz as under communist discipline.
(100-115040)

The '"New York Herald Tribune™ of May 18, 1948, contained an
article concerning a meeting in Rome, Italy, of the Democratic Women's Inter-
national Federation whose aim was to fight "American, British and French imperi-

| alists and warmongers." At this meeting, John Steinbeck was publicly criticized as
' one of several persons who had been converted to "the camp of war and antiSovidism. "'

The 4-1-5%5 issue of the '"Daily Worker" contained a review of an
article Steinbeck had prepared concerning the book, ""False Witness, ! written by
Harvey Matusow in which Steinbeck criticized Matusow's testimony. The "Daily
Worker" article was critical of Steinbeck on this occasion because he had asserted that
the communists were also responsible for the climate of disunity and suspicion

I-ll.l. UUEIIUUL l...llU wor .I.U. ULI]. .lllg l..ll.lb PUI I.UU

In 1959, a reliable source advised the FBI that John Steinbeck was on
the mailing list of the Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs. Another
reliable source has described this organization as a communist-infiltrated
organization in Japan,

\ In Apr11 1964, a reliable source ad\nsed the FBI that on March 12,

NOA T L. TV mnd O bl B o S AN ;o e mmssdle o B Lanmmen
ll:’o‘!, UU{HI I::I‘Ilebl. DLEHIUBLI& Hd.u I'ELU.I.VEU. I-llt: Sum Ul @".!6 ails dil dULiiul " » Lee 11Ul

the Soviet publication, "Novyi Mir," (62-5-19610)

RECOMMENDATION:

For information. \/ Q F ‘7]g

——— e - /1

Cos //h



8TreY

harch 18, 1968
BY LIAISON :

rrs. Mildred Slanall
The Waite Loz
ashiricn, L. C. .

Dear Lirs. Stegall:

Reference ic mii. (0 your name check request Jor a
review of FBI files conceruiny ... Jollowing indivicuals subsequent
to the cate of the previcus wiac « .eck roguzst o5 noted following
each name.

John Er .Yl einnool, iy .-, 1564
S

N
- RXEMPT FROM GDS, GflT""a“.Y
._ -

DATE OF DECLAS

w//
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. | Gale - Mr. DeL.oach ?ﬁ-cfm-ect v }‘; -.
| Ir, ach (se ) W w '1/;1:..43 15 L. p

j| saito 1- Mr Gale (sent direct) . ?
R E‘ . 36 W\R Sea noté next page. .
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall M

-
The files of the Identification Division were checked
and found to coutain no additionzl pertinent dotz concerning the above
individuals.

A copy of this communiczation has not been sent to the
Attorney General.

fincerely ‘yours,

2.

NCT=:. Cur files reflect that e fin.l results of our name check

ble concernin-w;;ﬂis :at’by -aemorandum dated 8-12-83, rather
than 9-4-63. The acditions. .nforraation was developed subsequent to

the prior summary memorandum furnished in 1963.
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SECRET

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRER
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFLEQ —
ek SHoRX Lay 20, 1064

)1/
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Cormuziticeon U
a _roup of Hicral and communist writers issusd a call for 2 confzrene: to ‘V held
23 rromeitea, Ooifaenia . on Novembar 13, 1236, under tie ausrices of the

.
e b vad

C\;"’co\‘ - pp— v o D Y, mhl"- w
Sl JOEN ERINST STERNBZCit- ;_,_ . : —
¥, - =T
™ ’r__(. .
v—-————- N -
ol Joun rroct fteinbeck bas never been the subject of inverlizlica
&= by ihc PO T
c ¥ - .
[ |
[ ]
] - .
o] ' I:r. Lteinbeock was korn at Salinng, ( ..Ilerrm, Qn Teorecsy 27,
3'- + *!r\f,r, T A \:".33 a s"u.‘?'r‘.‘* md TEamPawmel YTeite oty farm fiovm 1P - &
C : :7:-—._.- - c* - .av.n- b bl beelili e W Wl v Cd DAV AUL dd Vi an-o u-b L—-u uvb
L Sroooie. e werricc Corel Fenning in 1920 and was divoreced {ro.a koo in
- g Ltria, 1243, e n.arried C"'"n Conger on 1. arch 22, 1840, and Liains Czctt
L -~ —.cen oor 23, 1800, Ile hos boen thie author oi 2 nmu.,..r cfkois ana wis
. wqQanizoed tiie dditzer prize in 1543. Ile wos also employed 2s a vor corraznond-
s o e::: oz a3 a writer for the "lNew York Kerald Tribune" curing 1845, 1L.14, 1547
- orel 19 E .
' °.} il e T D o-
¢ al -
[ ol % Ernnnwtines tn tha aaryal Tans vk AF +ha TThamriean ~F Py :v-,:.-.
e “} Aivivll/a wmdil 5 bW UL Slallcdld AT /YA b VL UG LWLDGEST UL ..-L.y. \-QU-“—L;# o
£ -/1.n .erican Activities publiched in 1000, curing the Foll of 1838
(18
&
&
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BY DEPAR
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iioiern Vritors Ccngress. The regort i'wciic::ted that onz of tha =xonscrz of this
C.,- _T23s was John Steinbeek, A reliable informent of the FIT advized in 1845 that
<ol cteinbeck was cao of the writers who attended the Yectern Viriterd Conoress
in iCl0. In 1944, this Congress was doseribed by the Io /'se Com:ititec on Un-

o on 1-n1r---nn ‘- -fv-nn‘-

-omeainnpm A Jeritis Ty T -\ - e
& ¥ dibdiwad Qdilw Wid) &0 & WULlidiaWilliDh bd Waike V .
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According to a reliable informant of the PEI, Cam Lorey, in 1537,
iccicnied to Tha Winter t;...t he was plcaced to kear about “Cteinkzol's now ookl ™
Larey comn.cricd tint Licinbacz could write and with the education ™I 2o told you
Lnoour 1r.c*1c_> Lave teoen giving him, \h.. ougit to make the grade Lotter tihon Le
¢Zsinkis carly tool." The ml‘ rmant n.rmy-,w no acd *:o.-_.l 1*_orr.-atu,1 t;s
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& pampidet eatitled "Their Zlcod Is Strong™ by Join Relabeck
vias published ia £pril, 1833, by the iinon J. Lubla Socicty of Calilorniz,
Licorgoratea (& L.Jul) This pamphlet consisted of material waich (tcinbeck had
putlicaed elsewhere and which had been reprinted In parapaiet form wila Jteinbeeit's
rermmission. The Califoraia Comumnittee on Un-American 4ctivities (CCUA) In dts
1C.20Tt ,)h Slshed in 10435 aeseribed the SJLOCT as a commmunist froxat for Califoraia
. 1 penciration.

(]
%)
Ib’
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A painpalet captioaed "Vriters Take CSidzs' was publisl:e;; by the
entue of Aumerican VWriters (LAY/), New York, New Yorx, in 2iay, 1063, wng was
«eoeribed as containing Ictters about the war in Zpain from 415 Ao cuc:n authors.
Ona I'ace 56 of tils paraphlet there appeared g letter irom Joan fteiabeci. The
“Laily Voorker,' an Lact coast comiaunizst newspaner, on Lpril 25, 1508, coatuined
an article noting that 3° prowninent writers, including John cteinbeck, had maue publ
letter urging support of the Feueral Arts Project and indiczing that the inzivicuils

were acting on tiecir behalf as well as on tie behalf of the »uV, Tke article ncted th:
o.ae of the vice presidents of the orzanization was John Steluncll,

The records of the Lepariment of Ctate, Ctate of New York, in 1941
cilocted a cemiiiicate of incorporation was filed in 1839 for the LAV/. Johmn
Zteinbeck, of Los Angeles, California, was oae of tie airectors wiao was a;pointed
act until the first ammual meeting of the gorpo;ation.

The LAW has been cited as subversive pursuant to Ixecutive
Orier 10450, . L

The rcjort of the hearings before a subcommiitee of the Coainnittee
oin roreizn Ielotions of the United lates Cenate, 8ist Congress, on PPase 164,
coatzinzu inforization attributed to "The New York Tiries” of Jam.s ry <1, 1953,
which consisted of an open leiter urging tiat the embargo asaiast Jpzin be liftea.
Joan [{einbeck a7 pearea as one of the percons urging that the ;3'*111;,‘1 e2eargo be
litted, aand it vas Indicated that the organization sponsoring the plea was tie
V. achington Commitiee to Lift Spanich Embargo, This organizaiion was citez as a
cormmunizt front in the 1943 report of the CCUA.

In 1350, a relia.ble informant of the FII advised that Carcy Loc\/ildar
was the : Lthor ¢l the book, "Tractorics in the Iield, ™ publishea in 1959, wihich was
the {oancrtioa of John ticiab cc:.'r book, "Grapes of V.rath.' ZLccording to the
1.1.0-..1:1nt, nieivilliams was under co: m*lunif‘t disclpline and this haa a grezt q-?.l o
«0 with the way this book was handled 25 well as iteinbeek's bool because Loct. fliar
at that time was supposeuly making a communist out of Cteinbeck.
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L-ﬂ (100-145-365-71) )

In 1542, a rclinde informant of the DI adviccd that tiie Comrmilles’
To Aid £ zricultural ‘.‘.orucrs was organized under the leaverchip of John Ciesint.cck
and it had the suprort of any proizineat people in Coliforaia, In the fnforizaat's
o, inicn, they wore all people wiio had been active in behalf of "communict united
front orgondzations, ™

In 1041, a rclinkle source advised the F.L.-I thct the nauze of John
scinbheck, Los 'Gotos, California, appeared in the active incices of the National
rcderition fo; Conctitutional Lib"rtle.;. This organizetion has been cited as
sulrersive pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

7/

In 1044, the records of the Cifice of Naval Imcllizence incicatea that
one Jonn fteinkeck, I~.ew Yorx, New York, had received literature and daily news-
;;—:-:rs from Lloscow, Russia, during 1942 and 1942, The United States Cifice of

seoroidp advised in 1844 t‘1 it this eanie John Steinbeck had received a copy of the
v, s320w Mews," a newcpaper published in Russia, -

The report of the House of Represcntatives Coramittee on Un-Ainericas
Activities, published oa Mlarch 23, 1844, cdescribed The MNotional Llaritime Union of
~inerica as hoving "toed the Communict Party line thiroush 2ll its chanjes in recent
vears. " The report continued, “"These ships of the American I ercl:ant I.orine are

v

beiny sunzlied with libraries for the seamen to read while at sea., .Jo‘m Cteinbeck's
*Cropos of Virath! is naturally present, as it would be in any Comrcunists!

seleciion”

A
_ e

(100-106224-9) (S)
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A relizble informant of the ¥OI advised in 1Moy, 1845, taot the )
American Youtl for Domocracy, an organization which has beca clted as subversive
witiin the purview of Exccutive Order 16450, issucd a list of recommended readiig
w:hich contained the Look entitled "The Moon is Down' by Joun Steinbe 1:

In 1545, a relinble informant of the FEI advised that letters had been
prepared to be sent to John Stelnbeck, amonz others, requesting tiat he propzre a
toeotimoninl to thz "vallant Epanish exiles ond the work of the Joint Anti-Fascist
Ticlezoe Cominitiee." This organization has been cited 2s subversive within the

purvicw oi £xecutive Order 10450,

A rellable source, in April, 1640, advised the T'EI that the MNational
Cocuncil of American-Coviet I‘rie'u;..,hip in New York City was plaminr to give a
rcecsiion in New York City in honor of three visiting Coviet literary fizures.
&eeoriing to the informant, John Steinbeck was indicated to be one of those persons
W10 \\J..lu receive an invitation to attend this reccgption.

York Times, " on reoruary 21, 1845, described the
forsction of a cooperative publisiing concern undas the name of tiie Associated
dazazine Coatributors, Incorporated. The article set forth the initinl list of ovner-

contributors, which included the naine of John Ctelnbeck., The 1043 report of the

-4 s

CCUA discussed communist infiltration of various publications. The report reilected
thot communizt inflacnce was esinblished througzh such news services as the
Associated Mazazine Contributors, Incorporated, and others.

The Cctober 24, 1847, issue of the "Duily Viorker' contained an
article concerning a repost which had been read at the Herald Tribune Yorum. John
:t:‘mu.::..;( was conuthor of this report. The report expressed sympatay for the ’
suilerings of the Ruzzian people curing the war and indicated that the Reosicn masses
wewld stronzly approve the helt of the "vicious and insane games™ of recerimination

betyveeen RMussia and the United States., , R

The "Daily Yorker" on April 16, 1048, contained a book review of
John Zicinbecld's "4 Ruzzion Journal. ™ The artlcle state:i, "Johin Stoinbkeck's worm
- syinnatiy for pecsle, as evidenced in his "A Russinan Journal,® (published today) is the
r‘}' ong i.ozitive fecature of an cecount of 2 visit to the Soviet Union which is olhzrvise

ovcrruan with frivolous provincialism and a coy disinclination to {oce political
realivies, "

b . e . - SR T
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Lo 1his article continued to eriticize ttelabeck for his favorable
E'__‘ L A rci.. eaces to the Lmervican form of goverament, incluuing kis statements that
1 Y4 Uour goveraseat is delijacd to lice) anyone from getting too much povier or,
-3 navinz L,c:t it, from kee Jin,, it, " and "we agreed that this malies our country
- f\\ 1r~tihn nyMATA 3'0 v kR #hc\\‘ it nAarindnTyr rn"!’rnc {f funct{ian marn caraly 1Y
blastvohdiudel dddtld W - Y A ) Akl WhiEie A H\-J. i dd IAJ Nt g il AW IE ALIVWE W W

The '"Wew Leader,'" a weelilly mosozine, on f.L"‘dqt 21, 1942, also
re\ jotved Zteiabeck's "A Lwsoian Journal" and criticized fieinbec as a Sovict
a>olo-ist., The article indicoted that Steinbeck had vicsited the homes of
m1luo.._.1rcs and implca thot {from this Cieinback had concluaad that the Fussians
nove pleaty to ent ana toat the quality of Lussion clothing had Linproved. The

article noted thnt fieinbeck constantly made excuses for the Ruscians, and it pelated

S BA (3] 1.
out that when he admilted that a collective fnrm had put on 2 blg show ivr him, he

also ingisted that Yany Kansas former’ would do the same for hi., guests.

The '"New York Herald Tribune' of Iuay 18, 1645, contzined an
article concerniag 2 mecting in Rome, Iialy, of the D¢ 1ocr=.tic YWomen's
Intcrnational Federatica whose aim was to fight “'American, Eritizh aad Freach
finverizlizts and warinonzers. ' At this meeting, John £teinbeck was publicly

. eriticizcd as one of several persons who had been converted fo "'the camp of

T -t o 4+ vy n
nl 2.;.-.1! OVI /1 C;ism.

The "Los Anzeles Ixaminer, " on June 11, 1843, coatainea an
asticle rcilecting thot IMng Larcaer, Jr., had cizned 2 contract with John oicinkeck
and otheors to write a {ilm versiona of fteinbeck's story, "Pastures of Ii¢avea.” The
ariicle reflected that this was the firzt Hollywosd employment given “any of the
fan-iriendly ton' cince their rcfusal to answer the communict gueciion in Vazhingtoa

last iall. ™

The "Daily Worker, " on April 1, 1255, contzined an article, "Joaa
{teinbeck Takes 2 Lock at Matusow and Lcath of 2 Iaciket.'" The article was a

e 1

review of an article {{einbaueu ana preparca coacerning the boox, "Izlce \; 1tL-eua-,,
/ writtcd by Harvey Lictucow, Tne Steinbeck ariicle was ol viouuly critical of Jlztusow

-

~ aau htmca kot as a result of Lfatecow's tectimony, the ''ricicuiousness o; the viole
corics ci tae investirations new bzeomacs opparvent. " The "Czily Vorier” aiticle

e e

vros eritical of Ctelubeck, ecsgcially wiea he asscrted that the co“um..a-ts azproved

e
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and thot the commuaists "would much vather keep the iavestizations going wilh their

harvest of fcar and célsrupiion.'  (100-105224-9)
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In 1559, a reliable source advised the FLI that John Steinbeck was
on the mailinz list of the Japan Council Agzinst Atomic and liydroZen Bombs.,
anothar reliable source has descriced this organization as a communist
iniiltrated organization in Japan. (105-62469-14)

In 1¢52, a rcliable source advised the FII that during July of that
year Johm Steinbeck, in care of JicIntosh and Ctis, Inc., New York, New York,
kad boon paid the swin of $158.70 from the INew York account of tie Ilationzl Dank
of Dulzaria. It was not known to the source if this individual was identical with
John Erast Stelnbeck. (65-34794-239)

In April, 1904, a reliable source advised the FBI that on March 12,
- 1654, John Trnezt Steinbock had recelved the sum of 2420 as an author's fee from
- the Soviet paolication, "Novyl Mir." (65-28939-3046)
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