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( K 5;O5 P. I;
MEMORANDUM FOR 10?. E. A-

m. xlmmurzou con":-AIIIm_
lmzm IS uncussuxm .--I

, . fi€§!'7I'!$'fiO_j§
Bflllfl ‘W

Tainan
B. A. '1‘an'un____
c1¢iI_.n1.__.
Glavia
Laid
Nichol:
Roach
Tracy
Canon
Coffey
Bunion

Ir. Kramer
Ir. lleGuiro_
Hr. Harbo
Ir. Quinn '1'am.m__
Tele. Room
Hr. Neale

Hr.
Ir.
Ir.
Ir.
llr.
Ir.
Hr.
llr.
Hr.
Ir.
llr.

_ ' Miss Beah!n__i__
Hill Gnd!__..__

llisa Collins in the Attorney Gene:-al'e office telephoned '

and advised that the Attorney General wanted to see the KW

‘Bureau’: file on JohnOSteinbeck tomorrow morning (oct.28th).

Respectfn ,

12.‘ :/amour .

5:45 P..H. .Hiea Collins was advised that the Bureau
had conducted no investigation concerning John Steinbeck
and her attention was called'to the Bureau's memorandum
of lay 21, 1942, in which the Attorney General was so
advised»
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Tollon I/‘1*" "'>°"=" cc-2&1 .
'. ( . . I. A. 'I‘emn__J

\llr. Clo;|____i. leheral Bureau of luuntugatum Gin“ .
5‘ flmteb fitnten Bepnrtmeut of Iulfire

‘A-'ashia1fion, E. €. '_ Ru“
OO‘bObQ!‘ 30, 191-L2 . Tracy

. Cenon________i
Em-'*RFK A //¢ Mr. Cofley
call 6:05 PM 1 l Ht. HIDd0l—-iii
Typed‘ Fl Hr. Kramer

DIRECTOR - Ill . lleGuire_______
' Mr. Harbo '

Ir. Quinn Tamna___
Tele . Boom

Re: J01-Il\F%'1'EINBECK - AUTHOR" " “L Nu"
E as Beahm_____

Ledd ;
ni=n§fl'Q§

Emma 1s uucmssurzg ,dl'n“ o.=¢,____
grcmrwfiililimfl " _
mm“ -""' " /73

In 1-=-es-4:; her preview request I telephonieally
Miss Collins he Attorney GeneraJ.'s office that (e had in possession
two pamp e which concerned the above-entitled individual me of th e
entitled e_ir_Blood_LfiL:j_og_g;' was written by thes ubjec and pu shed
in 1938 y"the Simon J. Lubin Society of Califomia. e te in this
pamphlet is similar to that contained in his book {Q11 a Z___9_f__'fl;~g1:._h" and
concerns the activities of migratory agxicultural rk . The other pamphlet,

g:.\_
ii.--Aavu

which was furnished to us in nay, 1938, is entitled to §e.='_=_.Ia1<e Sides" and
contains the opinions of several hundred authors as c whether they are for
cr against Franeoe I informed Lies Collme that the eubject was one oi the
authors quoted therein and further advised her Iw ould make these pamphlets
available to her for whatever purpose she may need them. Miss Collins stated
shew-ould appreciate the use of them very much.

Resp ,

A. Tamm
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’ ~r Hon. J.Idgar Hoover, - Subject: JOB! mans TEIIBEOI

Qfiamneoe Relocation-
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-,-;1‘...‘J.
For some time past I have resented books by Bteinbeck, for

_§—,~
‘u

" L here for the picking season. o " e 46578 :. -_ -_

Steinbeck‘: name is John Ernst Steinbeck. Hie father has I.

‘ rural districts. I live near the Everglades farms district and .
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IHO'S iHO in U.8. writing circles. But of course the author
furniehee the information about__himeelf. q "~: _i_ _

_ _ 1 _.. . _ . .\ ___

sad condition of Japanese in Relocation Centers in the lest. I
think it would be beet for all concerned that he he not pemitted
to iesue such a story untilafter the war--» if ever. - ,. '

_V __’__"_1‘ ‘;:‘",:au-._____, __ ___._._...._.»--'" ' '-- <-~~ -~ --~.... __, ._--,-—-- --~ '~ 1*‘ ""-"- "'?"‘*"
Under strict enforcement of postal regulations, Steinbeck‘:

ohe would not be germitted to go through U.8. nails, because of
8 I.‘ BC111'1'110‘l.18 in ODBCB-D\B pm: H.586. auvnp nab uonu uy no

examples of the inunoral life of the U.S. in foreign countries
4-
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/' '1-ms LETTER noes nor zmrn A nsrn. - - -
‘"’ ' ocean:4ease-noonuoeaeeaavenue-new-senescencecan-economic _-
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‘; 't'\-I-‘ You may have all this information from other sources; but
ff will explain why I am writin it. Durin the other Iorld War
*~ ~' .= + .14 + 4- -mm -mew 51¢ nee _

3 E .<~ '4. '§§§§e§§“§3Z§1“;§¥¥r§f ¢§ZE"=Zga¥e1ng otherw
" eectionaof the country. I had authority to do this. i

r‘ ’fi;_-lfherc: is Steinbeck? ' V ' 1'“: -
_, ' Ia he" attempting to get information concerning government_€,\_ ~,".?“ _}.z. _ J!‘ 3

o -soldiers? V e .1. /441;/Jé 313,4/-g
Be‘m1-‘ght dreee in unifom and hang around incomp etc‘ Ofilpfi

7 l l1ke,Bp_ca liatone, trying to get information an to inadequacy of
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not occur. J; , B.EO0RDED&
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German born in Florida of German parents, according to the story 1

opnoeed to us. I understand his ‘cooks have been translated into
German and circulated as " horrible examples," but I cannot prove

' Chief of F.B.I.Iaehi.ngton,D.C. r Oomplaintzjropoeed -agitation of -
r.c0n -_- -_

"Q.QI"‘.""I‘...‘.‘.‘.-“.‘.‘..‘.
,§O S1 - i l - 'Oen_tera,C€1‘Ifo‘1"n‘1i d Ieet

\'
they portray such unrepreeentative pictures of our American life in

eoet of the in;-anteout there live better than l do,wh1le they are

\
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My reason for writing this is that it ie rumored that ‘ '~ _-,6
Steinbeck is now gathering information for a heart-throb about the
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lubjeot at above, representing ixweatigation conducted in the vicinity --— "
vof he Lngeles, California, and aeaorandue report dated 25 April 19/0, _.

Subject an above, covering inielti-vatiolg conducted in the Second Service
Oonaard previously forwarded your office. 4 <1 ‘ -"' ,l’~/
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“”“* vertigation conducted in the vicinity of San Francisco, California " "
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K Eeferenao ii filo to Btu-ean nomrandu no Baa i;.m1;m'.¢ -my aif
fig _“_ I in the above-aapticned utter. For the intonation of the IOI York City O!‘floe,'-;¢i

;.f __ reference aemrandun adviaed that an inveotiget ion Ill conducted hy Iilitary , ..-;_;'V_j, ~,
i ‘ Intelligence Divieion concerning the above-caption! individual to deterniao 111*;

2"
-3!-

#-
£-

hio loyalty and euitebility to hold e eomieoion in the Aray of the United if
.__‘.<_\;_~ v__ statee, and that intonation had been received by the Bureau indicating that in ‘
.e ' View of eubetential doubt ea to the loyalty ant! discretion oi’ the auhjeet, a

reoomendation was ado that he should hot he eoneidered favorably for a Oon- Y’ ~‘
_ l.1lI10l in tho U. 8. y e_ y_ _ V

-1.». run il to can» um. on larch 15, 1344, the euhjoot, aooolpanied hy nu w1re',‘_"="'>

e‘ roe an Ala an um»: horn at Balinoe, California, on Iobmery :1, 1902, nae
5?, Q _ -y our conmnZ€rznrmcx,enm-ea Bznonrville, run, via Pan American cnppu onroto

I " tron the Re rna Hotel, Brice, D. I‘. to their reeidence at $30 8. Slat street,
lea York city. it the tim or their entry, it-Ioraeoertained that the enhjeet -'.

-. .1‘ that hie rite ae alao an American citizen, having hoen hora in Chicago, Illinoio,
October 25, 191 ' ,It nae aleo learned that the euhjeet ie presently eapleyel I
aa o writer hy t '~_‘BeI york Heralgi 1'1-ihune and that in 1943 he hat been on a _, *

_ aix-nontha aeeignmnt to England, Africa, lid sioily ao a war correspondent. _-‘"1 ;

h' A The auhjeot advieod that on that aooignlaht he had been slightly Ioundefi and that
_--" the purpoao of hie preeont two-nontha trip to Iaxieo City had been to regain hie

_ _ health before reauaing hie work for the above-nentioned newspaper. .,; f y_ ’

all ' The above 1| being oubnittad for the inibmation of o..m-.;n. ‘and aieopy or mail
1‘ -

letter has been designated tor the intonation oi’ the law York City Office. Io
further action i.n thia matter ie preoently oonteqplatoi hy this Office. 1 ,, he i I
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' _ -__= ouhd Sqviete Eager for Peueeff  y
» V ape, S e/inbeck all rib Forulh

1|’ Th; QLQ1-F lfifiquenflyu _uthe f0\lI't11 l$inn 01 U30

e "i C flmmll e ' ‘ . ~- I cm-mwrsm J"
_'o'urmg""‘ illél-T “n of ea nh-r-e Form 'v"r'euu==ue:“"“"""'|

y vi. n-3,5, I fie: Umon ,'
_i- $“uLhiflr‘ d Phvwmnber Cape ma 1 some mm oi their ,

' ha otservlfloné while visiting the
"V "3 Ukraine, Georgia and Great Rus-

sian industrial cltiet as I eel!-styled
"gold war team‘ oi correspondents.

_"'l‘heee people were deal-role! ii
-»-:5‘. and hurl. mach more than any 1
=1_ _ .1-hailliavaoeeoilnrlngnmylellaj
_‘= . _ IQ-fl d lattleflizlf; ll‘ ‘Ilia
.Z~ --— ' hate war more any one
5'.?"'=_~f.=1§_ " i eve: talked to." declared Cape. ‘ -

V ' He one 1 halt or the “vicious and- .
_ ‘ ilnsane game" oi’ recriminationa he-

;-;.;,§f~;.;.:;:¢.-_j.";.;'g-§g ~ 5 tween Russia the the U. s. would‘
find _ immediate approval among

_ . Russian masses. He stated Rushna‘; _ >
- _'; __ were particularly interested in

1*’ hearing about “the persecution oil
13;" Iliberals" m America and that he

|nnd Steinbeck told them we our}
ihaowledge there are no political *1

-Hg iprisonexs in the umwe sum yet",
" -_-“F ; I“ ' \“X am holding my fingers cl-mead, _1 _

, ' 1*» '”'
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he told the Forum audience. . . ."
("we do not know who otarte_d
|vic1ous and insane game oi stupid
accusation arid violent eriflcisln. It

mm, Wie not very important who :11-Hi
-__.;_____k_ e 1841 Nobel It The important t_21in¢ie who‘ J
“:1:-=-.-1:= B Physiology going to atop it. ~. - I

.e -1 r. Cory. ‘ “The peep]; of Russia in ear 111- A»
award, fie experience rant the anon y

‘S
egg5:5§zE§; :;;;:J‘ o pa:-to, thing’: our people Io -- load,‘

FEB‘ to onssag of. aheller, oecurlly and the ahflliy iayl|
, uenoa Mnaa. The Cory: were raise and feed and educate I-I: 1"

onorecl for the joint discovery oi H children in peace. And ihie I e‘
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Jan L8, 1947 ,

_*~ Hon. J. Edgar hoover "‘
r‘\

_"'3_v"<"".__<'_’11:"?

~\: Iashlngton, D. C.

*5? Lnar Sir: J‘ E
' I’

_ I trust that your agents in San Francisco are watching these

series of alticles with much interest.

No doubt you have a file on this John Steinbeck; one of our foeamaat

; Commie inspired writers who had written many stories whose theme was to a¥1r.
‘ ..

o»ww*o
?

- up class conciousness. Grapes of lrath etc. a

,e§ The most shocking element here is the fact that Steinbeck is even

given space on the ban Irsncisco, after being denouced by W. h. Hearst bacl
._)__/in 38 or 39, As you know doubt know, ’

seated this picture Grapes ;'_
‘lo ‘ 5)b ; of Wrath , seeing the underlying motives. ' -

.’y

"‘He-...,

Ityswui""T

The very same executives on this paper purged this girl for her coniter

_ attack on the Commie themes emmanating from Hollywood.

4 I wrote a latter to—oi‘ the 4-cs Angeles Examiner , 'i _-
‘E regading this Steinbeck, seeking to hold up the articles. Also asking just?

'0

i.,Q$>”
{ who was responsible for this might about face . ltsseems that this is the only

‘_ _ .
1
I

s =oears*-finest that is csrring §telnbecx's series. Z

’ |Y,&‘e:,. can Steinbeck have such "easy access to “INSIDE THE mos c1m'1"A1:~:"
when YOU and other LOYAL Americans are forbibben to enter . 7

ban Francisco is a veritable LITTLE HOSCOVL to he suns. ‘- ‘-»~

I fully realize that the Examiner came out "finally" for iheénfiv L:<;;e1 Mayo?‘
<31“ ( kmnnnmn |/005 _ "5 _';

'-,\' ixoblnson, who ran on an Anti Commie p1d‘l'.'!'5'f"zETut ‘thi7p'np2.,"T1‘HiI1y On?-trod ll

y gfglcture after Robinson had a commending leadjkfirerliyr§@a%l§§5that they were;
A \ ; '

.-"' ‘Hnh1n.' ~euse they finzurod he would win.I!. NOT tecause he was the
**/7



*5? Ihon I arrived hero a year ago , I procoodod to inform Robinaon or Frank
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Havonnor's record in Washington, which had boon kept very much in tho dark '

on_tha Wont Coast. Iith all this information it was clear sailing to ba aura

This BE‘w
poE0r keg. Of course I approciate tha fact that I am not tolling you any th

that is now.

This Stoinbeck running in tho Examiner ovor Ada'a dead body, a girl

who was willing to aacrifioo her very 11:. for her country a ands v1nd1cata\

today for the fight aha had cvon within her oam rank: on this paper.

'b’}¢,1 oxopoctod-0bring this matter to Mr Herast'a attention,

§g§§» who is residing as you know ,1n oeverly H1l1a..
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indijou or the principle: that ho atood for..

D minority Olemant in San rranciaoo is plentyb dangerous , and a veri

%§§§€ I trust that tL1a information will prove to bu helpful to you.
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_1Z#-.-e.~.- -:5’ ‘aurely. but by lat the greater num- ieause for .war. the fundamental llqbgfl Oapa'l photograph.

be: are very good." ' idiflerenoe between capitalism and Illustrate the text an _
Now the above is pretty childish socialism. He doesn't nae war , fly repmdueed. , ‘ ‘.—~ 1'\"-h

‘ V
atufl. It is a lraudulent 'ob}ec;lvity' he gay; ao_ He would hale in _§_F
IPIBB Dresumu to be accurate another one. He in fond of
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Ilaboriously that all people are alike. umm.n‘nd we nut mm“; ‘aw

§ Whai. a reader iolicaiiy expects because awmbecg mug}; ngyu-1
from a “Rusian Journal” ls not a- 4
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Now Hr. Steinbeck did see a few
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captions!) shots of life in Russia. There
are impressive descriptions of wartirne
destruction, oi the shortage of artificial
limbs, of Soviet inefliciency and “Snafu.”
Steinbeck give some curious examples
of black market activities in Russ-ia.tol'
transportation difficulties, - of the
sickening hero-worship of the leaders.

The careful reader will be able to
detect _a few other interesting bits of
information: the survival of deep
religious. leeling in the country; the
greater emphasis on gover@enl build-
ing rather than on residential housing
constmction; the utter lack_o£ humor
and the depressing serenity of Moscow,
as contrated _wlth the elimgte Bl
greater spontaneity as one gets turther
away trorn the bureaucratic center.

And yet, one cannot help question-
ing Mr. Steinbeck‘: understanding or
i-‘-ussil. He went to Moscow as an

Fhonesl and liberal" El‘-3!‘-, he earn

ad the larger issues but “simply
report .. . . neither critically nor

avorably." But how can he speak
1 I life in a_ totalitarian state without
' onstantly referring to the government

».-.-< 7, - V; w concern himselt with “nfllitiu

and its agencies‘! How sure is he that
he got to the "people" and not merely l
to a model farm in the Ukraine and 1
to a show-case sanawrimn on the
Black Sea? It Mr. Steinbeck was
inerely after the ar-s=-vars to such
questions as “Do children go to school
in.Russia?!’ He could have saved
himself the trouble of going. He
Speaks no Russian. andlall his contact I
wag, made through oilicial interpreters. 1
Steinbeck, whom the‘ Russians <-o ‘>
sider one of America’: top ll i
was wined and dined, was taken_
a Moscow nightclub and to a Ki ‘

‘oar, -vent to the wunlry nonze-
of such Soviet millionaire: 1:‘ Alca-
ander Korneichuk -— and y concludes ‘
that the Russians have plenty-to -22:1
he even states that the oval"! 01 K
Russian clothlnfimprovqd during the‘
iew weeks he Spent in Russfa. ' i

‘ . .... .‘

‘___A____4i;

_-1--r

- \

. HE ATTENDED the celebr: ‘"1 of!‘
the &.001.l\. en.rnivers;n_ry or Moscow with"
I-ouis Aragon, the French Stalinist
writer, and was impressed by the‘
splendor of ieativities. Cap: ge ‘-
ledaroundMoecowbyaapecialo'
an assigned “lo facilitate his mov ‘

ls aboutlhecity” "inllld Squ ‘
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it S'l'ElNBE£.'K has joined the fraternity of vodka visitors. For three wee H % '
M he toured the Soviet Union under the subtle guidance of VOKS, the gove % “
“ "" ment agency for “cultural iinson,” anw ilioscovv aeiehriie its B%th anni- ‘i - - '
versary. got stomach cramps from overeating on e collective farm. impected the I -. \' l
ruins of Stalingrad, was wined and dined in Georgiaeflew back to Moscow, where he ‘ @
chartered with American oflicials and correspondents, came home and wrote a hook. L‘ . \
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he had a militia man assigned to him
to make things easy and stop anyon-

" pleasantness”; yet throughout the book
Steinbeck never mentioned the MVD.
' Most startling, perhaps, is Steinbeck‘l
own attitude toward the Soviet Union

f 1-lis book is full of what Koestler would '
cal] false equations. When Capo B
stopped from taking pictures at a lend-~
leased tractor plant in Stalingrad,
Steinbeck reminds us that foreigners
may not photograph Oak Bldg; either.
In his mind, “Moscowitis" and “Wash-
ingtonitis” cancel each other out. When
he admits that the collective farm he
was shown put on a big show for him,
he insists that “any Kansas farmer”
would do the same for his guests. ‘

Steinbeck wants “peace” and hates
all “curtains,” iron or otherwise. He
does not care about governments, good
or bad. He comes up with a conclusion
that is neither here nor there: “We
knew; nothing about the things Ameri-
can papers were howling about—Rus-
sian military preparations, atomic re-
search, slave labor, the political skull-.
duggery of the Kremlin." And he still
doesn't. As a matter of tact, he is
proud 01' his ignorance. Even Caps it
led to remark mo “Steinbeck is so

§%.>!" ; goddam innocent om all questions
' _posed by the curious and hero-Wot

_ shipping Russian population are"ln- - '
‘;-'“.'_ .,.“ -' swered by a friendly grunt, ‘Thu I -’ 

‘K I‘ _ do not know!" When he s.-Z asked if
"°: -*'=‘ the American people want war with
'- i ussia, he replies: “We don't know." ‘
'7 ii“ . Whether the question concerns W -i'»"‘_-."-"_"-Q 5;.-1' --"0 Y:' ‘_e' .

r ." I - -‘ -
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ace's popularity or American forei
policy, the agnosticism and decaden

. V ,

.-~ .0 l

2

' .a

J

\ V " ' V
. . . _i—’—“'_‘_'_ *'-‘*’"'"‘ "*f'“ '"\ * ‘ 'of American -'-"*1; or U. S. support

of reactionariés and fascists, Steinbeck’:
answer .1: invariably, ‘-'1 don't know . . .‘
no one tell: us these things.’ - '

Under-such cincumstances it is not
surprising that the world-shaking eon-
clusion to Steinbeck’: conducted tour
is that "the Russian people are people,”
“that they are very nice.’ He adds that
they want “the same things all people
want—good lives, increased oomfort,
security, and peace."- But he does not
tell us 11 the Russian people'are get-
ting any of these. _ _'

‘ 0 o ' 0 .-
STEINBECK USED TO BE known

as a man with a strong social con-
science. The Grapes of Wmth_ and
Tortilla rm ‘Sm mu o.t righteous
moral indignation. about social and
economic injus_t,ice. In Th-c__M\oon ls
Down ‘Steinbeck made is heated ii,
somewhat pedestrian attack on itotali-=
tarian aggression ancfconquest. Those
were the days when Steinbecl_:_coul_d
be counted upon to stand up and wield.
his pen in behalf of democracy and
freedom. Even today had he gone to
Spain or China, he would surely
h e come backto write a book‘
0 er to demonstrate that the “Chin

ple want good lives |.nd;_comfo
that “the Spaniards like peace,”
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John £rnesi\<;teinbeck, author, playwright and nor -

correspondent, was bore at Slllinas, California, as rebrncry 2?, .5 7
1908.] Es graduated fron Salinas High acleool iv; .Z9fiIdondtuae. e .

K stlz€o'n'6 st Stanford University for five ysers at so F " (W
graduate. ls narried Carol Belling in 1980 and ans divorced 1 '

§ he:-‘in Huron, 1948. He ne:rie<;Jz;sg::£eng:r on Iirch £3, -X -A l

* ~. ::::;.':;:‘:;:;.:“:;',::::‘::;";;.'::.:;:;'n:',.";31;.;",;.;. e
2 is 1340. Aneng the beets /er nhich he is ‘nest note are 5-;<--1-_ :» e

‘Tortilla Plat," 1.235; "Of lice And Ken, " 1.937; “Grapes Of '
Ir¢ts," 1939; “Tb: Afscn Is Bongo," 1943; "'Cannsry',§oU," 1945; [A 1. - »
"Ike :o;,»mr:i Bus 1947- and A Russian Journal 1948. He t e ' e
use also ¢=p1¢,,.£: as s gar 0OI'r£8p0ndln$ and oe'e writer for

\\the'!v'eae York .-‘Jerald 1‘ribune"dnring 1943, 1944, 1347, and 134g) _* 7
Steinbeck one rice President of serld Iidee, Ino., on organiser!" _

~ n s 1- 13 194': for the cargo \e /’1*-I she:-terse! in .l.~'en !ori= o-tote on _ecsn_e- __, --_, ,-_ _ .- ,'_. _- .
of preparing r-one '7he's no In .ine1-ion," 135)-.. .’

.100-166188-2 160-340922-Ill, p. 1, .' sj ->
03) 57¢ _ _ __ J? ,

r cmssiumnr _ is e I
_ B::~r»-14!! 2*-'1?:srw-rI<2!= =m*P*""?f°'=*- -"o‘ uni -¢ _1 _

. . DAIIOIDI __ LA; 9 I in
the lnrenn has conducted ns investigation ccncernin ,‘ ’

John Steinbscj. However, under date of Hay 1], 1942, Attorns "
General Biddle [erecrded to the Bureau o letter recciced hp

~ his from Steinbeck which stated in yort '30 yon suppose you T _ '
could oak £.‘:igar's boys to stop stepping on any heels? they ‘

! think I on on eneny elien. It's getting tiresene." After _
&I checking the Bureau files the Attorney General me ¢..'ui.:ed- _

f ‘that Jteinbecs was not being and never had been invesflgatgd _ >
5 - (zoo-106224-1) - s ,_. ; .‘ _ E‘
' ;HmrI_24rr"I B1 2.2: e - 2* n * e  i n
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2 :.f'n=_I Bteiniisci we investigated by 6-9 during iii?‘ Is if .-
I §§‘_f_'_—_j dsternins his suitability ts hold s ccnnissios in the I@_8._ 3 _

hi ter Intelliemoeg=q»~— Army. A,/1;! investigation the 0 sf, Ceun ,
»QC*j_ Irene 4- reoeusended le_ not be, qns d ed {seer-eels Je.3:2 Hg77> ' I  /A, ‘fl

U ‘ ~DExED'20 ;i_OTl'_I‘:“6§DEE ___§§*'* ‘ 95¢ -7'3 ox“ I oI.,..';__- fl_- 133MAi}__..:.»1954 ~§/@;.|Q g“.h._-1 es’
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s ccnnission. Investigation developed that Btsinbecfls ferns-r
wife carol, had registered as a Connunist in Santa Clara County,I
flail Peel. ll -I Iessspn lunar Q IQQR Inn‘ rpnlflfnhlfl ll Q II--pale.‘ -yell; Iidesarw, ill jwvihwbs 9, ‘www, UQII I—8IC'UI iii CI C @O_IUI@I e

in 1989. According to Carol, she registered as e connuniet Os
see what could ha,pen and to see shat the reaction would be
in a seal! town, but regnflted this nave because it rejflectsd
snjasorably on her husband. She and others advisea that
$tsinbeck_uas a registered denocrat and probably favored the
lee Deal but he had never been a Callunist.fl¥z@g’

This investigation also revealed that Steinbect
ccctriccted crticles to the Ecceccer 9, 1235, and April 1, 2938,
issues of "Pacific reekly," cited as a Oonnnniet publication by
the California Committee on Uh-Anerican Activities. so also
subscribed to the Qbaily People‘: rld,' nest coast Cannunist
newspaper, as sf September l939.(_£;(fiv;) 9;,» Qrmj _

Associates and friends of Steinbeck advised 6-2 that
he Ias honest, loyal, patriotiq,anc an excellent and sincere
eriter. they stated that although he exercised poor discretion
caring es: early cogs of criting cg ceeccicting cite ec=c
elements of the Communist Party, he nos not interested in
advancing the cause of the Party but in gathering naterial
for his writings on certain social conditions existing in the
United States at that tine. They reported that be wrote oarious‘];
articles nhich were published by Oonnuniat organisations becoose‘II
the scononic views expressed were considered radical. Eoneuer,
he rejected Caanunietic political and econonical theories
re"eated1y and discarded his association with that elenentP
nnlunn it Benn-Q QY\.'.fl‘I'IIl{ ¢hn¢ In in enamels!-Inn nnn Lain" nenpel QA
1'-IX wf XYYI51‘ _,"I D'.w T'.l: IQCT r‘ Tit"? -1 -2.708 W" " n 3

farther intcresfi of the Party. (0-2; 100-166188-2) Q9» rj

;£!Fl;££§§QI-*JIE<§P¥!Q£{§I~E§Q!Ie9€§£8lZlY!°!§= .
During 1936, Steinbeck granted the Sinon J. Labia

Society of California, lhc., permission to republish his o
pamphlet entitled "Their Blood Is Strong," a story of the
migratory a,ricu1tural workers in Ca1ifornia,uhich mos ~ ,
originally pcbliehed is 19356 Acccroicg to the 5cli'crhic
Cannittee on Un—Anerican Activities, the Simon J. Latin j
Society, Inc., was a Cennunist front for California agrarian
penetration, organised in the Fall of 1936 by Bnit 104 of the
trofessional Section sf the Conauniet Party. (61-?559-8-999)
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In epprozinatelp 1988, the Colnitiee to lid Agriculture!
Iortere woe organized uncer 8teinbeet'o Ieederohipe Steinheek
eleo eeroed oe ehoirnon of thie orgonieotion Ihioh hoe been
referred to ee the John 8teinbeek Coneittee to Aid lgricnlturul
Iertere. According to one coerce of entnoon reliability, thio
connittee woe ergonieed after Steinbeck had elpeeed the eituetien
qf the migrant fnreere and '0kiee" in hie boere. This oource
etcted there woe nothing political in the wort of the eeanittee,
the purpoee being to gather [bod end clothing /or thpee in need.
Another oource indicated that the connittee ;hrniehed_finoncio1
oeeietonce to the Uhited Connery, Jgrienlturol, footing end
Allied Iorkere of'lnericc. Ibng of the eupportere of thil -
ergoaizotion were knoen to be Connaniei forty nenbere or
people who had been octioe in behalf of Colnuniet united

ergonieotiono. the Anericon Legion Bodioal Beeeoroh
ed thie oennittee ee o “very fled outfit." _

Lee ‘B58188 nenéer of the committee; ‘
; 100733§§1?-1; 100-6533-2, p. 104;

16, PO

John Steinbeck nae one of the opanecre and dtltgdttl
to the Ieetern eritere Congreee (declares to be o eubeidiorp of
the American britere Gangrene, cited by the ECU!) conference
held in Son rrancieco, California, on Iooenber 13 and 14, 1936. I
(piee connittee hearing, folune SQ Pogo 1996) _ %Z

Steinbeck woe nctioe in the League of.leericon
Iritere (cited by the Attorney Generfilj during 1938-1940,
eeruing that organization no one of the vice preeidente in
1339 and ne one of the beard of direetore of the dblifernio
League of Aaericon Fritere in 1940. He oleo fhrniehec that
orpunieation with o etotenent for publication in o booklet‘
publiehed curing lhy, 1938, and eigned on open letter to e11
senatore and nenbere of the Hbuee cf Hepreeentotioee curing
1939. (61~¢?59-sc?012; 100-9322-a, 16; 01-9551-163110;
61-7561-2-87) . -

Bteinbeek woe onong thoee who eigned on open letter
to the Government and Iwople of the United Staten oponeored by
the eaehington committee to Lift the Spaniel Lmborpo (cited oe
o connuniet front by the California Connittee on lhelnericcn
Activities) en Jonuory 31, 1939. ("lee fork fineo;' 121-23278-
26?l12; p. 1506) -
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